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INTRODUCTION 



OVER THE YEARSé 

o Paradigm shift in issues related to PWDs  

Charity-

based 

Rights-

based 
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PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN 
MALAYSIA  

World Report on Disability 

2011 by World Health 

Organization (WHO) and the 

World Bank estimates that 

about 15% of total population 

of a country comprises  

persons with disabilities. 

However, voluntary registration 

of persons with disabilities in 

Malaysia as of December 

2012 stands at only 436,317 

persons.  
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Current population = 29.3 million 

 

15% estimation = 4.4 million  

 

PWDs registered (as of Dec 2012) = 436,317 (1.5%) 

 

Difference = 3.9 million (13.5%)   

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN 
MALAYSIA  
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ÅThe 7 categories of disabilities:  

 

i)  visual impairment ;  

ii)  hearing impairment ;  

iii)  speech impairment;  

iv) physical disabilities  

v)  learning disabilities;  

vi)  mental disorder; and  

vii)  multiple disabilities.  

 

 

ÅThe Government of Malaysia firmly believes that PWDs are 
entitled to have the same rights as all other citizens in the 
country and equal opportunities to partake in the countryôs 
development.  

 

REGISTRATION OF PWDs  

7 



REGISTRATION OF PWDs  

ÅRegistration of PWDs is 
important to enable the 
government to recognise and 
identify the disabilities in 
order to plan and formulate 
appropriate programmes for 
the development of PWDs.   
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THE TENTH MALAYSIA PLAN  

Government of Malaysia in its 

Tenth Malaysia Plan (2011-2015) 

introduced inclusive 

development as the national 

agenda 

The Tenth Malaysia Plan encapsulates the 

spirit of 1Malaysia to create a fair and socially 

just society with national unity as its ultimate 

objective. A fair and socially just society is 

where all people, with no exception, have 

the rights, freedom, and capacity to 

access services and resources to 

enhance their well-being, and where the 

most disadvantaged are given extra support 

to ensure such success. 9 



INITIATIVES 

TOWARDS  

PWDSô RIGHTS 



INTERNATIONAL  
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ÅThe governmentôs commitment in ensuring 
that the PWDs in the country are given 
their due rights is reiterated through:  

 
Åadoption of the  Asian & Pacific Decade 

of Disabled Persons (1 st  decade: 1993 ï 
2002 & 2 nd  decade: 2003 ï 2012);  
 

Åsigning of the Proclamation on the Full 
Participation and Equality of People with 
Disabilities in the Asia and Pacific 
Region  on 16 May 1994.  

INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS  
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Åendorsement  of  the  Biwako  Millennium  
Framework  for  Action  (BMF)  Towards  an  
Inclusive,  Barrier -Free  and  Rights  Based  
Society  for  People  with  Disabilities  (2002 )  
and  Biwako  Plus Five  (2007 ) ;   

 

ÅSigning  of  the  Convention  on  the  Rights  
of  the  Child  (CRC)  in  1995  and  is 
therefore  fully  committed  to  enforce  Article  
23  of  the  said  Convention  regarding  the  
rights  of  children  with  disabilities .  

 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS  
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ÅMalaysia signed the Convention on 8 
April 2008 and ratified it on 19 July 
2010.  
 

ÅAs a State Party, Malaysia is bound to 
undertake its commitments and 
obligations under the Convention and 
also obligated to introduce measures 
that promote the human rights of PWDs 
without discrimination.   

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES  
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NATIONAL  
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Å In  November  2007 , Malaysia  formulated  the  
PWDs  Policy  and  National  Plan  of  Action . 

 

ÅThis  Policy  recognises  that  PWDs are  free  
from  any  physical,  social,  economic,  
cultural  as well  as attitudinal  barriers . 

 

ÅIt  will  be used  as a foundation  to  ensure  
PWDs enjoy  their  full  and  effective  
participation  in  the  society  on  an  equal  
basis  with  others . 

 

Å15  strategies  underlined  in  the  Policy  
(including  advocacy,  accessibility,  
education,  health,  employment,  social  
support,  etc .)  

PWDsô POLICY 
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Å In December 2007, the PWDs  Act 2008  was 
passed by the Parliament and came into force on 
7 July 2008.  
 

Å It is an Act that provides for the registration, 
protection, rehabilitation, development and 
well being of PWDs, the establishment of the 
National Council for PWDs, and for matters 
connected therewith.  
 

Å The Act is aimed to ensure that the rights, 
interests and welfare of PWDs in the country  

     are protected.  
 

Å Drafted after taking into consideration all 
provisions provided under the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of PWDs.  

PWDs ACT 2008  
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ÅThe National Council for PWDs  was established on 
14 August 2008 and chaired by the Minister of Women, 
Family and Community Development.  
 

ÅAmong the Councilôs functions (Section 9, the PWDs 
Act 2008) are:  

 

o to monitor the implementation of the national 
policy and national plan of action relating to 
PWDs;  
 

o to make recommendations to the Government on 
all aspects of PWDs ( eg. support, care, protection, 
rehabilitation, development and well -being of 
PWDs).  

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR PWDS  
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National Council for PWDs 

6 Committees: 

Responsible to assist the Council in the performance 

of its functions and the exercise of its power under the PWDsô Act 2008 

Transportation Quality Life 

Care 

Concept Education Registration Employment Universal 

Design & 

Built 

Environment 



OTHER INITIATIVES/ 

PROGRAMMES TOWARDS  

PWDSô RIGHTS 



Health Care 

of Persons 

with 

Disabilities 

Plan of 

Action 

2011-2020 

is 

developed 

Objectives: 

 
Å to provide equal 

opportunities for 

health care for 

persons with 

disabilities 

 
Å to empower 

individuals, families 

and communities for 

self care and 

development of 

support services for 

persons with 

disabilities 

Seven strategies: 

 
Å Advocate on issues and 

policies on persons with 

disabilities; 

Å Increase on accessibility to 

facilities and services; 

Å Empower individuals, 

families and communities; 

Å Strengthen intersectoral 

collaboration; 

Å Ensure adequate and 

competent workforce; 

Å Intensify research and 

development; and  

Å Health program 

development for specific 

disabilities 
21 

The Government is committed to provide an 

accessible and affordable health services to all 

including persons with disabilities. 

HEALTH  



HEALTH  

Å early detection and 
intervention of 
disabilities offer better 
long term outcomes and 
better family well -being.  

 

Å will reduce a huge 
individual and societal 
burden and eventually 
will help to improve the 
quality of life of the 
affected children and 
their family.  

22 

Early Detection and Intervention 

Programme 

Ministry of Health (MOH) 
carries out growth and 
developmental 
assessment for early 
detection of disabilities 
among children aged 
from 0 -6 years.  

 

This early detection is 
carried out at 2,815 
facilities which include 
health clinics and 
community clinics.  



EDUCATION  

A 
Special 

Education  

Schools 

C 
Inclusive  

Education  

Programme 

Mainstream 

schools that  

integrate one to 

five students 

with special 

needs into 

mainstream  

classes 

Mainstream 

schools with 

specific classes 

dedicated to  

students with 

special needs 

B 
Special  

Education 

Integration  

Programme 
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Students with special needs can currently  
choose from 3 different schooling options :  

Special schools 

where all 

students have 

disabilities 



Phase 1 

(2012-2015) 

Phase 2 

(2016-2020) 
Phase 3 

(2021-2025) 
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Strengthening 
existing foundations  

Scaling up 
initiatives  

Evaluating and 
consolidating initiatives  

The aims: 

Å every child with special 

needs has access to a 

high-quality education 

that is tailored to his or 

her particular needs;  

 

Å every teacher is equipped 

with basic knowledge of 

special education; and  

 

Target (2025): 

Å 75% of students with 

special needs enrolled in 

inclusive programmes 

 The aims: 

Å Strengthen teachers 

training programmes; 

 

Å Form partnerships with 

NGOs, international 

organisations as well as 

public &  private sector  

to further improve the 

provision of support and 

opportunities for students 

with special needs 

 

MALAYSIA EDUCATION BLUEPRINT  
2013 - 2025  

Å Schooling options for 

students with special needs 

will be linked to competency 

levels; 

Å a set of evaluation 

instruments and screening 

process will be developed to 

accurately identify the 

competency levels; 

Å raise the quality of education. 

 

Target (2015): 

Å 15% annual increase in 

enrolment (88,000 students 

with special needs by 2015); 

Å 30% of them enrol in 

inclusive education 

programmes 

Moving Towards Inclusive Education Model  


