PROMOTING PARTICIPATION IN
POLITICAL PROCESSES AND
DECISION MAKING



FACTORS AFFECTING
PARTICIPATION

Policies, legislations and groups
representing PWDs

Practices of the Election Management
Body T the EC

PWDs themselves and their support
network



CATEGORIES OF PWDs

Persons with permanent disabilities, serious
IlIness or infirmity

Persons with physical mobility issues
Persons with hearing challenges
Persons with visual impairments

Persons with any significant disability, whether
chronic or episodic and visible or invisible



BARRIERS TO PARTICIPATION

Architectural and physical
Attitudinal and cultural
Information and communication
Legal and policy

Socio-economic status of PWDs



~ THE ELECTION COMMISSION

Its establishment

Membership

Functions:
~ Condu
¢ Prep
~ Deli



LAWS AND REGULATIONS

The Federal Constitution
State Constitutions

The Elections Act 1958
Election Offences Act 1958

Elections (Conduct of Elections)
Regulations 1981

Elections (Registration of Electors)
Regulations 2002

Elections (Postal Voting) Regulations 2003




NO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
PWDs

Appointment as a Senator (not less than 30
years) or to stand for elections (not less
than 21 years old) unless:

Is of unsound mind

Is an undischarged bankrupt

Holds an office of profit

Fails to file any return of election expenses
within the stipulated time period

Convicted of an offence 1 fine not less than
RM 2000 or imprisonment not less than 1 year

Acquired citizenship of another country



NO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
PWDs

To register as an elector one has to be:
A Malaysian citizen
Is 21 years and above on qualifying date

Be aresident in a constituency or is an absent
voter

Cannot register If:
Mental iliness or mental defectiveness
Serving sentence in prison

Convicted in any part of the Commonwealth
and sentenced to death or imprisonment for a
term exceeding 12 months



SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR PWDs

All policies, processes and procedures
applicable equally to all except where under
sub-regulation 19(7) of the Elections
(Conduct of Elections ) Regulations 1981,
where at the request of a voter who Is
Incapacitated by blindness or other physical
cause from voting in a manner prescribed by
this Regulations may take along a person
whom he trusts to mark the ballot paper on
his behalf and place it in the ballot box.



SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR PWDs

Assistance to PWDs
In the past T members of his/her family
Presiding Officer

Now a trusted person is enough:
Is a Malaysian citizen
21 years and above
Need not be a registered elector

Need to make a statutory declaration in Form
10

If no one, Presiding Officer can assist



SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR PWDs

On polling day:
Wheel chairs i still not enough
EC Usherers
Assistance to get voting slip

Given preference at the polling station i need
not wait in line

Polling station Number 1 for senior citizens
and always on the ground floor

Ramps for wheel chairs



LIMITATIONS FOR THE EC

The Electoral Roll has no record on the
disability of an elector T Form A does not
ask for it

No indication of the number of PWDs
registered as electors

Cannot ascertain number of PWDs
registered as electors who come out to vote

Not easy to ascertain visually the PWDs who
come out to vote



INTERNATIONALRESEARCH

FINDINGS

Less likely to be registered as electors

Less likely to vote T higher average for
those with cognitive disability than for those
hearing impaired

More I

More li
the pol

Kely to vote by post (where available)
Kely to report difficulty in getting to

Ing centres and in voting

Likely to be under-represented at polls and
low political participation



WHERE TO REGISTER AS AN
ELECTOR

SPR Offices
Post Offices
Outreach programmes

Assistant Registrars (political parties,
government agencies, universities and
colleges and NGOs)



LOW PARTICIPATION BY PWDs

Not aware of their rights and obligations

Not aware of the importance of voting, that it is a
personos civic duty and rig

Not aware of the facilities or the facilities does not
meet their needs

Voter education and voter awareness programmes
have not targeted them

PWDs and groups representing them not in any
decision making bodies on political processes

EC not aware of PWDs specific needs



= FUTURE FOCUS

Apathy among:

PWDs

Members of immediate family
Caregivers
Friends a
Group
Politi
NGO




SUGGESTIONS -

Voter education and voter awareness
Request outreach assistance
~ollow-up after registration

~ollow-up with request for change of polling
station when a PWD moves

Translate materials on election for use by
PWDs

Groups representing PWDs should play a
bigger role

Arrange for transport on polling day




PRACTICES IN DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES

Postal voting
Mobile voting
Tactile voting
Voting via telephone to secure call centres
Family members can vote on P WD doghalf

PEDs can nominate others to register and vote on
their behalf

Postal voting T no need for signature of notary or
medical certification

Provide magnifying glass and ballot papers in
braille






