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1. Background
This volume contains the International Classification of Functioning, Disability
1
and Health, known as ICF. The overall aim of the ICF classification is to provide
a unified and standard language and framework for the description of health and
health-related states. It defines components of health and some health-related
components of well-being (such as education and labour). The domains
contained in ICF can, therefore, be seen as health domains and health-related
domains. These domains are described from the perspective of the body, the
individual and society in two basic lists: (1) Body Functions and Structures; and
2
(2) Activities and Participation. As a classification, ICF systematically groups
3
different domains for a person in a given health condition (e.g. what a person
with a disease or disorder does do or can do). Functioning is an umbrella term
encompassing all body functions, activities and participation; similarly, disability
serves as an umbrella term for impairments, activity limitations or participation
restrictions. ICF also lists environmental factors that interact with all these
constructs. In this way, it enables the user to record useful profiles of individuals’
functioning, disability and health in various domains.
ICF belongs to the “family” of international classifications developed by the
World Health Organization (WHO) for application to various aspects of health.
The WHO family of international classifications provides a framework to code a
wide range of information about health (e.g. diagnosis, functioning and
disability, reasons for contact with health services) and uses a standardized
common language permitting communication about health and health care
across the world in various disciplines and sciences.
In WHO’s international classifications, health conditions (diseases, disorders,
injuries, etc.) are classified primarily in ICD-10 (shorthand for the International

1

The text represents a revision of the International Classification of Impairments, Disabilities, and
Handicaps (ICIDH), which was first published by the World Health Organization for trial purposes in
1980. Developed after systematic field trials and international consultation over the past five years, it
was endorsed by the Fifty-fourth World Health Assembly for international use on 22 May 2001
(resolution WHA54.21).

2

These terms, which replace the formerly used terms “impairment”, “disability” and “handicap” ,
extend the scope of the classification to allow positive experiences to be described. The new terms are
further defined in this Introduction and are detailed within the classification. It should be noted that
these terms are used with specific meanings that may differ from their everyday usage.

3

A domain is a practical and meaningful set of related physiological functions, anatomical structures,
actions, tasks, or areas of life.

3
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Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision), which provides an etiological
framework. Functioning and disability associated with health conditions are
5
classified in ICF. ICD-10 and ICF are therefore complementary, and users are
encouraged to utilize these two members of the WHO family of international
classifications together. ICD-10 provides a “diagnosis” of diseases, disorders or
other health conditions, and this information is enriched by the additional
6
information given by ICF on functioning. Together, information on diagnosis
plus functioning provides a broader and more meaningful picture of the health of
people or populations, which can then be used for decision-making purposes.
The WHO family of international classifications provides a valuable tool to
describe and compare the health of populations in an international context. The
information on mortality (provided by ICD-10) and on health outcomes
(provided by ICF) may be combined in summary measures of population health
for monitoring the health of populations and its distribution, and also for
assessing the contributions of different causes of mortality and morbidity.
ICF has moved away from being a “consequences of disease” classification (1980
version) to become a “components of health” classification. “Components of
health” identifies the constituents of health, whereas “consequences” focuses on
the impacts of diseases or other health conditions that may follow as a result.
Thus, ICF takes a neutral stand with regard to etiology so that researchers can
draw causal inferences using appropriate scientific methods. Similarly, this
approach is also different from a “determinants of health” or "risk factors"
approach. To facilitate the study of determinants or risk factors, ICF includes a
list of environmental factors that describe the context in which individuals live.

4

International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision,
Vols. 1-3. Geneva, World Health Organization, 1992-1994.
5

It is also important to recognize the overlap between ICD-10 and ICF. Both classifications begin with
the body systems. Impairments refer to body structures and functions, which are usually parts of the
“disease process” and are therefore also used in the ICD-10. Nevertheless, ICD-10 uses impairments
(as signs and symptoms) as parts of a constellation that forms a “disease”, or sometimes as reasons for
contact with health services, whereas the ICF system uses impairments as problems of body functions
and structures associated with health conditions.
6
Two persons with the same disease can have different levels of functioning, and two persons with
the same level of functioning do not necessarily have the same health condition. Hence, joint use
enhances data quality for medical purposes. Use of ICF should not bypass regular diagnostic
procedures. In other uses, ICF may be used alone.

4
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2. Aims of ICF
ICF is a multipurpose classification designed to serve various disciplines and
different sectors. Its specific aims can be summarized as follows:

•

to provide a scientific basis for understanding and studying health and
health-related states, outcomes and determinants;

•

to establish a common language for describing health and health-related
states in order to improve communication between different users, such as
health care workers, researchers, policy-makers and the public, including
people with disabilities;

•

to permit comparison of data across countries, health care disciplines,
services and time;

•

to provide a systematic coding scheme for health information systems.

These aims are interrelated, since the need for and uses of ICF require the
construction of a meaningful and practical system that can be used by various
consumers for health policy, quality assurance and outcome evaluation in
different cultures.

2.1

Applications of ICF

Since its publication as a trial version in 1980, ICIDH has been used for various
purposes, for example:

•

as a statistical tool – in the collection and recording of data (e.g. in
population studies and surveys or in management information systems);

•

as a research tool – to measure outcomes, quality of life or environmental
factors;

•

as a clinical tool – in needs assessment, matching treatments with specific
conditions, vocational assessment, rehabilitation and outcome evaluation;

•

as a social policy tool – in social security planning, compensation systems
and policy design and implementation;

•

as an educational tool – in curriculum design and to raise awareness and
undertake social action.

Since ICF is inherently a health and health-related classification it is also used by
sectors such as insurance, social security, labour, education, economics, social
policy and general legislation development, and environmental modification. It
has been accepted as one of the United Nations social classifications and is
referred to in and incorporates The Standard Rules on the Equalization of

5
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Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities. Thus ICF provides an appropriate
instrument for the implementation of stated international human rights
mandates as well as national legislation.
7

ICF is useful for a broad spectrum of different applications, for example social
security, evaluation in managed health care, and population surveys at local,
national and international levels. It offers a conceptual framework for
information that is applicable to personal health care, including prevention,
health promotion, and the improvement of participation by removing or
mitigating societal hindrances and encouraging the provision of social supports
and facilitators. It is also useful for the study of health care systems, in terms of
both evaluation and policy formulation.

7

The Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities. Adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly at its 48th session on 20 December 1993 (resolution 48/96). New
York, NY, United Nations Department of Public Information, 1994.

6
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Properties of ICF

A classification should be clear about what it classifies: its universe, its scope, its
units of classification, its organization, and how these elements are structured in
terms of their relation to each other. The following sections explain these basic
properties of ICF.

3.1 Universe of ICF
ICF encompasses all aspects of human health and some health-relevant
components of well-being and describes them in terms of health domains and
health-related domains. The classification remains in the broad context of health
and does not cover circumstances that are not health-related, such as those
brought about by socioeconomic factors. For example, because of their race,
gender, religion or other socioeconomic characteristics people may be restricted
in their execution of a task in their current environment, but these are not healthrelated restrictions of participation as classified in ICF.
8

There is a widely held misunderstanding that ICF is only about people with
disabilities; in fact, it is about all people. The health and health-related states
associated with all health conditions can be described using ICF. In other words,
ICF has universal application.
9

3.2 Scope of ICF
ICF provides a description of situations with regard to human functioning and its
restrictions and serves as a framework to organize this information. It structures
the information in a meaningful, interrelated and easily accessible way.
ICF organizes information in two parts. Part 1 deals with Functioning and
Disability, while Part 2 covers Contextual Factors. Each part has two
components:
1. Components of Functioning and Disability
The Body component comprises two classifications, one for functions of body
systems, and one for body structures. The chapters in both classifications are
organized according to the body systems.

8

Examples of health domains include seeing, hearing, walking, learning and remembering, while
examples of health-related domains include transportation, education and social interactions.

9

Bickenbach JE, Chatterji S, Badley EM, Üstün TB. Models of disablement, universalism and the
ICIDH, Social Science and Medicine, 1999, 48:1173-1187.

7
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The Activities and Participation component covers the complete range of
domains denoting aspects of functioning from both an individual and a societal
perspective.
2. Components of Contextual Factors
A list of Environmental Factors is the first component of Contextual Factors.
Environmental factors have an impact on all components of functioning and
disability and are organized in sequence from the individual’s most immediate
environment to the general environment.
Personal Factors is also a component of Contextual Factors but they are not
classified in ICF because of the large social and cultural variance associated with
them.
The components of Functioning and Disability in Part 1 of ICF can be expressed
in two ways. On the one hand, they can be used to indicate problems (e.g.
impairment, activity limitation or participation restriction summarized under the
umbrella term disability); on the other hand they can indicate nonproblematic
(i.e. neutral) aspects of health and health-related states summarized under the
umbrella term functioning).
These components of functioning and disability are interpreted by means of four
separate but related constructs. These constructs are operationalized by using
qualifiers. Body functions and structures can be interpreted by means of changes
in physiological systems or in anatomical structures. For the Activities and
Participation component, two constructs are available: capacity and performance
(see section 4.2).
A person's functioning and disability is conceived as a dynamic interaction
between health conditions (diseases, disorders, injuries, traumas, etc.) and
contextual factors. As indicate above, Contextual Factors include both personal
and environmental factors. ICF includes a comprehensive list of environmental
factors as an essential component of the classification. Environmental factors
interact with all the components of functioning and disability. The basic
construct of the Environmental Factors component is the facilitating or
hindering impact of features of the physical, social and attitudinal world.
10

3.3 Unit of classification
ICF classifies health and health-related states. The unit of classification is,
therefore, categories within health and health-related domains. It is important to
note, therefore, that in ICF persons are not the units of classification; that is, ICF
does not classify people, but describes the situation of each person within an
array of health or health-related domains. Moreover, the description is always
made within the context of environmental and personal factors.

10

This interaction can be viewed as a process or a result depending on the user.

8
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3.4 Presentation of ICF
ICF is presented in two versions in order to meet the needs of different users for
varying levels of detail.
The full version of ICF, as contained in this volume, provides classification at four
levels of detail. These four levels can be aggregated into a higher-level
classification system that includes all the domains at the second level. The twolevel system is also available as a short version of ICF.

9

Introduction

ICF

4. Overview of ICF components
DEFINITIONS

11

In the context of health:
Body functions are the physiological functions of body systems (including
psychological functions).
Body structures are anatomical parts of the body such as organs, limbs and
their components.
Impairments are problems in body function or structure such as a significant
deviation or loss.
Activity is the execution of a task or action by an individual.
Participation is involvement in a life situation.
Activity limitations are difficulties an individual may have in executing
activities.
Participation restrictions are problems an individual may experience in
involvement in life situations.
Environmental factors make up the physical, social and attitudinal
environment in which people live and conduct their lives.
An overview of these concepts is given in Table 1; they are explained further in
operational terms in section 5.1. As the table indicates:

•

ICF has two parts, each with two components:
Part 1. Functioning and Disability
(a) Body Functions and Structures
(b) Activities and Participation
Part 2. Contextual Factors
(c) Environmental Factors
(d) Personal Factors

•

Each component can be expressed in both positive and negative terms.

•

Each component consists of various domains and, within each domain,
categories, which are the units of classification. Health and health-related
states of an individual may be recorded by selecting the appropriate category

11

See also Annex 1, Taxonomic and Terminological Issues.

10
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code or codes and then adding qualifiers, which are numeric codes that
specify the extent or the magnitude of the functioning or disability in that
category, or the extent to which an environmental factor is a facilitator or
barrier.

Table 1. An overview of ICF

Part 1: Functioning and Disability

Components

Domains

Body Functions
and Structures

Body functions
Body structures

Change in body
functions
(physiological)
Constructs
Change in body
structures
(anatomical)

Positive aspect

Functional and
structural integrity

Part 2: Contextual Factors

Activities and
Participation

Environmental
Factors

Personal Factors

Life areas
(tasks, actions)

External influences
on functioning and
disability

Internal influences on
functioning and
disability

Facilitating or
Capacity
Executing tasks in a hindering impact of
Impact of attributes of
standard environment
features of the
physical, social, and
the person
Performance
attitudinal world
Executing tasks in the
current environment
Activities
Participation

Facilitators

not applicable

Barriers / hindrances

not applicable

Functioning
Impairment
Negative aspect

Activity limitation
Participation
restriction
Disability

11
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4.1 Body Functions and Structures and impairments
Definitions:

Body functions are the physiological functions of body systems
(including psychological functions).
Body structures are anatomical parts of the body such as organs,
limbs and their components.
Impairments are problems in body function or structure as a
significant deviation or loss.

(1) Body functions and body structures are classified in two different sections.
These two classifications are designed for use in parallel. For example, body
functions include basic human senses such as “seeing functions” and their
structural correlates exist in the form of “eye and related structures”.
(2) “Body” refers to the human organism as a whole; hence it includes the brain
and its functions, i.e. the mind. Mental (or psychological) functions are
therefore subsumed under body functions.
(3) Body functions and structures are classified according to body systems;
consequently, body structures are not considered as organs.
12

(4) Impairments of structure can involve an anomaly, defect, loss or other
significant deviation in body structures. Impairments have been
conceptualized in congruence with biological knowledge at the level of
tissues or cells and at the subcellular or molecular level. For practical reasons,
however, these levels are not listed. The biological foundations of
impairments have guided the classification and there may be room for
expanding the classification at the cellular or molecular levels. For medical
users, it should be noted that impairments are not the same as the underlying
pathology, but are the manifestations of that pathology.
13

(5) Impairments represent a deviation from certain generally accepted
population standards in the biomedical status of the body and its functions,
and definition of their constituents is undertaken primarily by those
qualified to judge physical and mental functioning according to these
standards.
(6) Impairments can be temporary or permanent; progressive, regressive or
static; intermittent or continuous. The deviation from the population norm
may be slight or severe and may fluctuate over time. These characteristics are
captured in further descriptions, mainly in the codes, by means of qualifiers
after the point.

12
Although organ level was mentioned in the 1980 version of ICIDH, the definition of an “organ” is
not clear. The eye and ear are traditionally considered as organs; however, it is difficult to identify and
define their boundaries, and the same is true of extremities and internal organs. Instead of an
approach by “organ”, which implies the existence of an entity or unit within the body, ICF replaces
this term with “body structure”.
13

Thus impairments coded using the full version of ICF should be detectable or noticeable by others
or the person concerned by direct observation or by inference from observation.

12
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(7) Impairments are not contingent on etiology or how they are developed; for
example, loss of vision or a limb may arise from a genetic abnormality or an
injury. The presence of an impairment necessarily implies a cause; however,
the cause may not be sufficient to explain the resulting impairment. Also,
when there is an impairment, there is a dysfunction in body functions or
structures, but this may be related to any of the various diseases, disorders or
physiological states.
(8) Impairments may be part or an expression of a health condition, but do not
necessarily indicate that a disease is present or that the individual should be
regarded as sick.
(9) Impairments are broader and more inclusive in scope than disorders or
diseases; for example, the loss of a leg is an impairment of body structure,
but not a disorder or a disease.
(10) Impairments may result in other impairments; for example, a lack of muscle
power may impair movement functions, heart functions may relate to deficit
in respiratory functions, and impaired perception may relate to thought
functions.
(11) Some categories of the Body Functions and Structures component and the
ICD-10 categories seem to overlap, particularly with regard to symptoms
and signs. However, the purposes of the two classifications are different.
ICD-10 classifies symptoms in special chapters to document morbidity or
service utilization, whereas ICF shows them as part of the body functions,
which may be used for prevention or identifying patients’ needs. Most
importantly, in ICF the Body Functions and Structures classification is
intended to be used along with the Activities and Participation categories.
(12) Impairments are classified in the appropriate categories using defined
identification criteria (e.g. as present or absent according to a threshold
level). These criteria are the same for body functions and structures. They
are: (a) loss or lack; (b) reduction; (c) addition or excess; and (d) deviation.
Once an impairment is present, it may be scaled in terms of its severity using
the generic qualifier in the ICF.
(13) Environmental factors interact with body functions, as in the interactions
between air quality and breathing, light and seeing, sounds and hearing,
distracting stimuli and attention, ground texture and balance, and ambient
temperature and body temperature regulation.

13

Introduction

ICF

4.2 Activities and Participation /activity limitations and
participation restrictions
Definitions:

Activity is the execution of a task or action by an individual.
Participation is involvement in a life situation.
Activity limitations are difficulties an individual may have in
executing activities.
Participation restrictions are problems an individual may
experience in involvement in life situations.

(1) The domains for the Activities and Participation component are given in a
single list that covers the full range of life areas (from basic learning or
watching to composite areas such as interpersonal interactions or
employment). The component can be used to denote activities (a) or
participation (p) or both. The domains of this component are qualified by
the two qualifiers of performance and capacity. Hence the information
gathered from the list provides a data matrix that has no overlap or
redundancy (see Table 2).

Table 2. Activities and Participation: information matrix

Qualifiers
Domains
d1

Learning and applying knowledge

d2

General tasks and demands

d3

Communication

d4

Mobility

d5

Self-care

d6

Domestic life

d7
d8

Interpersonal interactions and
relationships
Major life areas

d9

Community, social and civic life

Performance

14
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(2) The performance qualifier describes what an individual does in his or her
current environment. Because the current environment includes a societal
context, performance can also be understood as "involvement in a life
situation" or "the lived experience" of people in the actual context in which
14
they live. This context includes the environmental factors – all aspects of
the physical, social and attitudinal world which can be coded using the
Environmental Factors component.
(3) The capacity qualifier describes an individual’s ability to execute a task or an
action. This construct aims to indicate the highest probable level of
functioning that a person may reach in a given domain at a given moment.
To assess the full ability of the individual, one would need to have a
“standardized” environment to neutralize the varying impact of different
environments on the ability of the individual. This standardized
environment may be: (a) an actual environment commonly used for capacity
assessment in test settings; or (b) in cases where this is not possible, an
assumed environment which can be thought to have a uniform impact. This
environment can be called a “uniform” or “standard” environment. Thus,
capacity reflects the environmentally adjusted ability of the individual. This
adjustment has to be the same for all persons in all countries to allow for
international comparisons. The features of the uniform or standard
environment can be coded using the Environmental Factors classification.
The gap between capacity and performance reflects the difference between
the impacts of current and uniform environments, and thus provides a
useful guide as to what can be done to the environment of the individual to
improve performance.
(4) Both capacity and performance qualifiers can further be used with and
without assistive devices or personal assistance. While neither devices nor
personal assistance eliminate the impairments, they may remove limitations
on functioning in specific domains. This type of coding is particularly useful
to identify how much the functioning of the individual would be limited
without the assistive devices (see coding guidelines in Annex 2)
(5) Difficulties or problems in these domains can arise when there is a qualitative
or quantitative alteration in the way in which an individual carries out these
domain functions. Limitations or restrictions are assessed against a generally
accepted population standard. The standard or norm against which an
individual’s capacity and performance is compared is that of an individual
without a similar health condition (disease, disorder or injury, etc.). The
limitation or restriction records the discordance between the observed and
the expected performance. The expected performance is the population
norm, which represents the experience of people without the specific health

14

The definition of “participation” brings in the concept of involvement. Some proposed definitions
of “involvement” incorporate taking part, being included or engaged in an area of life, being
accepted, or having access to needed resources. Within the information matrix in Table 2 the only
possible indicator of participation is coding through performance. This does not mean that
participation is automatically equated with performance. The concept of involvement should also be
distinguished from the subjective experience of involvement (the sense of “belonging”). Users who
wish to code involvement separately should refer to the coding guidelines in Annex 2.

15
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condition. The same norm is used in the capacity qualifier so that one can
infer what can be done to the environment of the individual to enhance
performance.
(6) A problem with performance can result directly from the social
environment, even when the individual has no impairment. For example, an
individual who is HIV-positive without any symptoms or disease, or
someone with a genetic predisposition to a certain disease, may exhibit no
impairments or may have sufficient capacity to work, yet may not do so
because of the denial of access to services, discrimination or stigma.
(7) It is difficult to distinguish between "Activities" and "Participation" on the
basis of the domains in the Activities and Participation component.
Similarly, differentiating between “individual” and “societal” perspectives on
the basis of domains has not been possible given international variation and
differences in the approaches of professionals and theoretical frameworks.
Therefore, ICF provides a single list that can be used, if users so wish, to
differentiate activities and participation in their own operational ways. This
is further explained in Annex 3. There are four possible ways of doing so:
(a) to designate some domains as activities and others as participation,
not allowing any overlap;
(b) same as (a) above, but allowing partial overlap;
(c) to designate all detailed domains as activities and the broad
category headings as participation;
(d) to use all domains as both activities and participation.

4.3 Contextual Factors
Contextual Factors represent the complete background of an individual’s life and
living. They include two components: Environmental Factors and Personal
Factors – which may have an impact on the individual with a health condition
and that individual’s health and health-related states.
Environmental factors make up the physical, social and attitudinal environment
in which people live and conduct their lives. These factors are external to
individuals and can have a positive or negative influence on the individual’s
performance as a member of society, on the individual’s capacity to execute
actions or tasks, or on the individual’s body function or structure.
(1) Environmental factors are organized in the classification to focus on two
different levels:
(a) Individual – in the immediate environment of the individual,
including settings such as home, workplace and school. Included at
this level are the physical and material features of the environment
that an individual comes face to face with, as well as direct contact
with others such as family, acquaintances, peers and strangers.
16
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(b) Societal – formal and informal social structures, services and
overarching approaches or systems in the community or society
that have an impact on individuals. This level includes
organizations and services related to the work environment,
community activities, government agencies, communication and
transportation services, and informal social networks as well as
laws, regulations, formal and informal rules, attitudes and
ideologies.
(2) Environmental factors interact with the components of Body Functions and
Structures and Activities and Participation. For each component, the nature
and extent of that interaction may be elaborated by future scientific work.
Disability is characterized as the outcome or result of a complex relationship
between an individual’s health condition and personal factors, and of the
external factors that represent the circumstances in which the individual
lives. Because of this relationship, different environments may have a very
different impact on the same individual with a given health condition. An
environment with barriers, or without facilitators, will restrict the
individual’s performance; other environments that are more facilitating may
increase that performance. Society may hinder an individual's performance
because either it creates barriers (e.g. inaccessible buildings) or it does not
provide facilitators (e.g. unavailability of assistive devices).
Personal factors are the particular background of an individual’s life and living,
and comprise features of the individual that are not part of a health condition or
health states. These factors may include gender, race, age, other health
conditions, fitness, lifestyle, habits, upbringing, coping styles, social background,
education, profession, past and current experience (past life events and
concurrent events), overall behaviour pattern and character style, individual
psychological assets and other characteristics, all or any of which may play a role
in disability at any level. Personal factors are not classified in ICF. However, they
are included in Fig. 1 to show their contribution, which may have an impact on
the outcome of various interventions.

17
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5. Model of Functioning and Disability
5.1 Process of functioning and disability
As a classification, ICF does not model the “process” of functioning and
disability. It can be used, however, to describe the process by providing the
means to map the different constructs and domains. It provides a multiperspective approach to the classification of functioning and disability as an
interactive and evolutionary process. It provides the building blocks for users
who wish to create models and study different aspects of this process. In this
sense, ICF can be seen as a language: the texts that can be created with it depend
on the users, their creativity and their scientific orientation. In order to visualize
the current understanding of interaction of various components, the diagram
presented in Fig. 1 may be helpful.
15

Fig. 1. Interactions between the components of ICF

Health condition
(disorder or disease)

Body Functions and
Structures

Activities

Environmental
Factors

Participation

Personal
Factors

15
ICF differs substantially from the 1980 version of ICIDH in the depiction of the interrelations
between functioning and disability. It should be noted that any diagram is likely to be incomplete and
prone to misrepresentation because of the complexity of interactions in a multidimensional model.
The model is drawn to illustrate multiple interactions. Other depictions indicating other important
foci in the process are certainly possible. Interpretations of interactions between different
components and constructs may also vary (for example, the impact of environmental factors on body
functions certainly differs from their impact on participation).

18
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In this diagram, an individual's functioning in a specific domain is an interaction
or complex relationship between the health condition and contextual factors (i.e.
environmental and personal factors). There is a dynamic interaction among these
entities: interventions in one entity have the potential to modify one or more of
the other entities. These interactions are specific and not always in a predictable
one-to-one relationship. The interaction works in two directions; the presence of
disability may even modify the health condition itself. To infer a limitation in
capacity from one or more impairments, or a restriction of performance from
one or more limitations, may often seem reasonable. It is important, however, to
collect data on these constructs independently and thereafter explore associations
and causal links between them. If the full health experience is to be described, all
components are useful. For example, one may:

•

have impairments without having capacity limitations (e.g. a disfigurement
in leprosy may have no effect on a person's capacity);

•

have performance problems and capacity limitations without evident
impairments (e.g. reduced performance in daily activities associated with
many diseases);

•

have performance problems without impairments or capacity limitations
(e.g. an HIV-positive individual, or an ex-patient recovered from mental
illness, facing stigmatization or discrimination in interpersonal relations or
work);

•

have capacity limitations without assistance, and no performance problems
in the current environment (e.g. an individual with mobility limitations may
be provided by society with assistive technology to move around);

•

experience a degree of influence in a reverse direction (e.g. lack of use of
limbs can cause muscle atrophy; institutionalization may result in loss of
social skills).

Case examples in Annex 4 further illustrate possibilities of interactions between
the constructs.
The scheme shown in Fig. 1 demonstrates the role that contextual factors (i.e.
environmental and personal factors) play in the process. These factors interact
with the individual with a health condition and determine the level and extent of
the individual’s functioning. Environmental factors are extrinsic to the
individual (e.g. the attitudes of the society, architectural characteristics, the legal
system) and are classified in the Environmental Factors classification. Personal
Factors, on the other hand, are not classified in the current version of ICF. They
include gender, race, age, fitness, lifestyle, habits, coping styles and other such
factors. Their assessment is left to the user, if needed.
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5.2 Medical and social models
A variety of conceptual models has been proposed to understand and explain
disability and functioning. These may be expressed in a dialectic of “medical
model” versus “social model”. The medical model views disability as a problem of
the person, directly caused by disease, trauma or other health condition, which
requires medical care provided in the form of individual treatment by
professionals. Management of the disability is aimed at cure or the individual’s
adjustment and behaviour change. Medical care is viewed as the main issue, and
at the political level the principal response is that of modifying or reforming
health care policy. The social model of disability, on the other hand, sees the issue
mainly as a socially created problem, and basically as a matter of the full
integration of individuals into society. Disability is not an attribute of an
individual, but rather a complex collection of conditions, many of which are
created by the social environment. Hence the management of the problem
requires social action, and it is the collective responsibility of society at large to
make the environmental modifications necessary for the full participation of
people with disabilities in all areas of social life. The issue is therefore an
attitudinal or ideological one requiring social change, which at the political level
becomes a question of human rights. For this model disability is a political issue.
16

ICF is based on an integration of these two opposing models. In order to capture
the integration of the various perspectives of functioning, a “biopsychosocial”
approach is used. Thus, ICF attempts to achieve a synthesis, in order to provide a
coherent view of different perspectives of health from a biological, individual and
social perspective.
17

16

The term "model" here means construct or paradigm, which differs from the use of the term in the
previous section.

17

See also Annex 5 - “ICF and people with disabilities”.
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6. Use of ICF
ICF is a classification of human functioning and disability. It systematically
groups health and health-related domains. Within each component, domains are
further grouped according to their common characteristics (such as their origin,
type, or similarity) and ordered in a meaningful way. The classification is
organized according to a set of principles (see Annex 1). These principles refer to
the interrelatedness of the levels and the hierarchy of the classification (sets of
levels). However, some categories in ICF are arranged in a non-hierarchical
manner, with no ordering but as equal members of a branch.
The following are structural features of the classification that have a bearing on its
use.
(1) ICF gives standard operational definitions of the health and health-related
domains as opposed to “vernacular” definitions of health. These definitions
describe the essential attributes of each domain (e.g. qualities, properties,
and relationships) and contain information as to what is included and
excluded in each domain. The definitions contain commonly used anchor
points for assessment so that they can be translated into questionnaires.
Conversely, results from existing assessment instruments can be coded in
ICF terms. For example, “seeing functions” are defined in terms of functions
of sensing form and contour, from varying distances, using one or both eyes,
so that the severity of difficulties of vision can be coded at mild, moderate,
severe or total levels in relation to these parameters.
(2) ICF uses an alphanumeric system in which the letters b, s, d and e are used to
denote Body Functions, Body Structures, Activities and Participation, and
Environmental Factors. These letters are followed by a numeric code that
starts with the chapter number (one digit), followed by the second level (two
digits), and the third and fourth levels (one digit each).
(3) ICF categories are “nested” so that broader categories are defined to include
more detailed subcategories of the parent category. (For example, Chapter 4
in the Activities and Participation component, on Mobility, includes
separate categories on standing, sitting, walking, carrying items, and so on).
The short (concise) version covers two levels, whereas the full (detailed)
version extends to four levels. The short version and full version codes are in
correspondence, and the short version can be aggregated from the full
version.
(4) Any individual may have a range of codes at each level. These may be
independent or interrelated.
(5) The ICF codes are only complete with the presence of a qualifier, which
denotes a magnitude of the level of health (e.g. severity of the problem).
Qualifiers are coded as one, two or more numbers after a point (or
separator). Use of any code should be accompanied by at least one qualifier.
Without qualifiers, codes have no inherent meaning.
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(6) The first qualifier for Body Functions and Structures, the performance and
capacity qualifiers for Activities and Participation, and the first qualifier for
Environmental Factors all describe the extent of problems in the respective
component.
(7) All three components classified in ICF (Body Functions and Structures,
Activities and Participation, and Environmental Factors) are quantified
using the same generic scale. Having a problem may mean an impairment,
limitation, restriction or barrier depending on the construct. Appropriate
qualifying words as shown in brackets below should be chosen according to
the relevant classification domain (where xxx stands for the second-level
domain number). For this quantification to be used in a universal manner,
assessment procedures need to be developed through research. Broad ranges
of percentages are provided for those cases in which calibrated assessment
instruments or other standards are available to quantify the impairment,
capacity limitation, performance problem or barrier. For example, when
“no problem” or “complete problem” is specified the coding has a margin of
error of up to 5%. “Moderate problem” is defined as up to half of the time or
half the scale of total difficulty. The percentages are to be calibrated in
different domains with reference to relevant population standards as
percentiles.
xxx.0 NO problem
xxx.1 MILD problem
xxx.2 MODERATE problem
xxx.3 SEVERE problem
xxx.4 COMPLETE problem
xxx.8 not specified
xxx.9 not applicable

(none, absent, negligible,… )
(slight, low,…)
(medium, fair,...)
(high, extreme, …)
(total,…)

0-4 %
5-24 %
25-49 %
50-95 %
96-100 %

(8) In the case of environmental factors, this first qualifier can be used to denote
either the extent of positive effects of the environment, i.e. facilitators, or the
extent of negative effects, i.e. barriers. Both use the same 0-4 scale, but to
denote facilitators the point is replaced by a plus sign: for example e110+2.
Environmental Factors can be coded (a) in relation to each construct
individually, or (b) overall, without reference to any individual construct.
The first option is preferable, since it identifies the impact and attribution
more clearly.
(9) For different users, it might be appropriate and helpful to add other kinds of
information to the coding of each item. There are a variety of additional
qualifiers that could be useful. Table 3 sets out the details of the qualifiers for
each component as well as suggested additional qualifiers to be developed.
(10) The descriptions of health and health-related domains refer to their use at a
given moment (i.e. as a snapshot). However, use at multiple time points is
possible to describe a trajectory over time and process.
(11) In ICF, a person's health and health-related states are given an array of codes
that encompass the two parts of the classification. Thus the maximum
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number of codes per person can be 34 at the one-digit level (8 body
functions, 8 body structures, 9 performance and 9 capacity codes). Similarly,
for the two-level items the total number of codes is 362. At more detailed
levels, these codes number up to 1424 items. In real-life applications of ICF,
a set of 3 to 18 codes may be adequate to describe a case with two-level
(three-digit) precision. Generally the more detailed four-level version is used
for specialist services (e.g. rehabilitation outcomes, geriatrics), whereas the
two-level classification can be used for surveys and clinical outcome
evaluation.
Further coding guidelines are presented in Annex 2. Users are strongly
recommended to obtain training in the use of the classification through WHO
and its network of collaborating centres.
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Table 3. Qualifiers
Components
Body Functions (b)

First qualifier

Second qualifier

Generic qualifier with the negative
scale used to indicate the extent or
magnitude of an impairment

None

Example: b167.3 to indicate a severe
impairment in specific mental
functions of language
Body Structures (s)

Activities and
Participation (d)

Generic qualifier with the negative
scale used to indicate the extent or
magnitude of an impairment

Example: s730.3 to indicate a severe
impairment of the upper extremity

Used to indicate the nature of the
change in the respective body
structure:
0 no change in structure
1 total absence
2 partial absence
3 additional part
4 aberrant dimensions
5 discontinuity
6 deviating position
7 qualitative changes in
structure, including
accumulation of fluid
8 not specified
9 not applicable
Example: s730.32 to indicate the partial
absence of the upper extremity

Performance

Capacity

Generic qualifier

Generic qualifier

Problem in the person's current
environment

Limitation without assistance

Example: d5101.1_ to indicate mild
difficulty with bathing the whole body
with the use of assistive devices that
are available to the person in his or
her current environment

Environmental
Factors (e)

Generic qualifier, with negative and
positive scale, to denote extent of
barriers and facilitators respectively
Example: e130.2 to indicate that
products for education are a moderate
barrier. Conversely, e130+2 would
indicate that products for education
are a moderate facilitator
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54th World Health Assembly endorsement of ICF for
international use

The resolution WHA54.21 reads as follows:
The Fifty-fourth World Health Assembly,
1.
ENDORSES the second edition of the International Classification of
Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps (ICIDH), with the title International
Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health, henceforth referred to in
short as ICF;
2.
URGES Member States to use ICF in their research, surveillance and
reporting as appropriate, taking into account specific situations in Member States
and, in particular, in view of possible future revisions;
3.
REQUESTS the Director-General to provide support to Member States,
at their request, in making use of ICF.
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One Level Classification

ICF
One-Level
Classification
List of chapter headings in the classification
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One Level Classification

Body functions
Chapter 1

Mental functions

Chapter 2

Sensory functions and pain

Chapter 3

Voice and speech functions

Chapter 4

Functions of the cardiovascular, haematological,
immunological and respiratory systems

Chapter 5

Functions of the digestive, metabolic and
endocrine systems

Chapter 6

Genitourinary and reproductive functions

Chapter 7

Neuromusculoskeletal and movement-related
functions

Chapter 8

Functions of the skin and related structures

Body structures
Chapter 1

Structures of the nervous system

Chapter 2

The eye, ear and related structures

Chapter 3

Structures involved in voice and speech

Chapter 4

Structures of the cardiovascular, immunological
and respiratory systems

Chapter 5

Structures related to the digestive, metabolic and
endocrine systems

Chapter 6

Structures related to the genitourinary and
reproductive systems

Chapter 7

Structures related to movement

Chapter 8

Skin and related structures
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Activities and participation
Chapter 1

Learning and applying knowledge

Chapter 2

General tasks and demands

Chapter 3

Communication

Chapter 4

Mobility

Chapter 5

Self-care

Chapter 6

Domestic life

Chapter 7

Interpersonal interactions and relationships

Chapter 8

Major life areas

Chapter 9

Community, social and civic life

Environmental factors
Chapter 1

Products and technology

Chapter 2

Natural environment and human-made changes to
environment

Chapter 3

Support and relationships

Chapter 4

Attitudes

Chapter 5

Services, systems and policies
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ICF
Two-Level
Classification
List of chapter headings and first branching level
in the classification
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BODY FUNCTIONS
Chapter 1 Mental functions
Global mental functions (b110-b139)
b110
b114
b117
b122
b126
b130
b134
b139

Consciousness functions
Orientation functions
Intellectual functions
Global psychosocial functions
Temperament and personality functions
Energy and drive functions
Sleep functions
Global mental functions, other specified and unspecified

Specific mental functions (b140-b189)
b140
b144
b147
b152
b156
b160
b164
b167
b172
b176
b180
b189
b198
b199

Attention functions
Memory functions
Psychomotor functions
Emotional functions
Perceptual functions
Thought functions
Higher-level cognitive functions
Mental functions of language
Calculation functions
Mental function of sequencing complex movements
Experience of self and time functions
Specific mental functions, other specified and unspecified
Mental functions, other specified
Mental functions, unspecified

Chapter 2 Sensory functions and pain
Seeing and related functions (b210-b229)
b210
b215
b220
b229

Seeing functions
Functions of structures adjoining the eye
Sensations associated with the eye and adjoining structures
Seeing and related functions, other specified and unspecified

Hearing and vestibular functions (b230-b249)
b230
b235
b240
b249

Hearing functions
Vestibular functions
Sensations associated with hearing and vestibular function
Hearing and vestibular functions, other specified and unspecified

Additional sensory functions (b250-b279)
b250
b255
b260
b265
b270

Taste function
Smell function
Proprioceptive function
Touch function
Sensory functions related to temperature and other stimuli
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b279 Additional sensory functions, other specified and unspecified

Pain (b280-b289)
b280
b289
b298
b299

Sensation of pain
Sensation of pain, other specified and unspecified
Sensory functions and pain, other specified
Sensory functions and pain, unspecified

Chapter 3 Voice and speech functions
b310
b320
b330
b340
b398
b399

Voice functions
Articulation functions
Fluency and rhythm of speech functions
Alternative vocalization functions
Voice and speech functions, other specified
Voice and speech functions, unspecified

Chapter 4 Functions of the cardiovascular,
haematological, immunological and respiratory systems
Functions of the cardiovascular system (b410-b429)
b410
b415
b420
b429

Heart functions
Blood vessel functions
Blood pressure functions
Functions of the cardiovascular system, other specified and unspecified

Functions of the haematological and immunological systems (b430-b439)
b430 Haematological system functions
b435 Immunological system functions
b439 Functions of the haematological and immunological systems, other
specified and unspecified

Functions of the respiratory system (b440-b449)
b440 Respiration functions
b445 Respiratory muscle functions
b449 Functions of the respiratory system, other specified and unspecified

Additional functions and sensations of the cardiovascular and
respiratory systems (b450-b469)
b450
b455
b460
b469

Additional respiratory functions
Exercise tolerance functions
Sensations associated with cardiovascular and respiratory functions
Additional functions and sensations of the cardiovascular and respiratory
systems, other specified and unspecified
b498 Functions of the cardiovascular, haematological, immunological and
respiratory systems, other specified
b499 Functions of the cardiovascular, haematological, immunological and
respiratory systems, unspecified
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Chapter 5 Functions of the digestive, metabolic and
endocrine systems
Functions related to the digestive system (b510-b539)
b510
b515
b520
b525
b530
b535
b539

Ingestion functions
Digestive functions
Assimilation functions
Defecation functions
Weight maintenance functions
Sensations associated with the digestive system
Functions related to the digestive system, other specified and unspecified

Functions related to metabolism and the endocrine system (b540-b559)
b540
b545
b550
b555
b559

General metabolic functions
Water, mineral and electrolyte balance functions
Thermoregulatory functions
Endocrine gland functions
Functions related to metabolism and the endocrine system, other specified
and unspecified
b598 Functions of the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems, other
specified
b599 Functions of the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems, unspecified

Chapter 6 Genitourinary and reproductive functions
Urinary functions (b610-b639)
b610
b620
b630
b639

Urinary excretory functions
Urination functions
Sensations associated with urinary functions
Urinary functions, other specified and unspecified

Genital and reproductive functions (b640-b679)
b640
b650
b660
b670
b679
b698
b699

Sexual functions
Menstruation functions
Procreation functions
Sensations associated with genital and reproductive functions
Genital and reproductive functions, other specified and unspecified
Genitourinary and reproductive functions, other specified
Genitourinary and reproductive functions, unspecified

Chapter 7 Neuromusculoskeletal and movement-related
functions
Functions of the joints and bones (b710-b729)
b710
b715
b720
b729

Mobility of joint functions
Stability of joint functions
Mobility of bone functions
Functions of the joints and bones, other specified and unspecified
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Muscle functions (b730-b749)
b730
b735
b740
b749

Muscle power functions
Muscle tone functions
Muscle endurance functions
Muscle functions, other specified and unspecified

Movement functions (b750-b789)
b750
b755
b760
b765
b770
b780
b789
b798
b799

Motor reflex functions
Involuntary movement reaction functions
Control of voluntary movement functions
Involuntary movement functions
Gait pattern functions
Sensations related to muscles and movement functions
Movement functions, other specified and unspecified
Neuromusculoskeletal and movement-related functions, other specified
Neuromusculoskeletal and movement-related functions, unspecified

Chapter 8 Functions of the skin and related structures
Functions of the skin (b810-b849)
b810
b820
b830
b840
b849

Protective functions of the skin
Repair functions of the skin
Other functions of the skin
Sensation related to the skin
Functions of the skin, other specified and unspecified

Functions of the hair and nails (b850-b869)
b850
b860
b869
b898
b899

Functions of hair
Functions of nails
Functions of the hair and nails, other specified and unspecified
Functions of the skin and related structures, other specified
Functions of the skin and related structures, unspecified
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BODY STRUCTURES
Chapter 1 Structures of the nervous system
s110
s120
s130
s140
s150
s198
s199

Structure of brain
Spinal cord and related structures
Structure of meninges
Structure of sympathetic nervous system
Structure of parasympathetic nervous system
Structure of the nervous system, other specified
Structure of the nervous system, unspecified

Chapter 2 The eye, ear and related structures
s210
s220
s230
s240
s250
s260
s298
s299

Structure of eye socket
Structure of eyeball
Structures around eye
Structure of external ear
Structure of middle ear
Structure of inner ear
Eye, ear and related structures, other specified
Eye, ear and related structures, unspecified

Chapter 3 Structures involved in voice and speech
s310
s320
s330
s340
s398
s399

Structure of nose
Structure of mouth
Structure of pharynx
Structure of larynx
Structures involved in voice and speech, other specified
Structures involved in voice and speech, unspecified

Chapter 4 Structures of the cardiovascular,
immunological and respiratory systems
s410
s420
s430
s498

Structure of cardiovascular system
Structure of immune system
Structure of respiratory system
Structures of the cardiovascular, immunological and respiratory systems,
other specified
s499 Structures of the cardiovascular, immunological and respiratory systems,
unspecified

Chapter 5 Structures related to the digestive, metabolic
and endocrine systems
s510
s520
s530
s540
s550
s560

Structure of salivary glands
Structure of oesophagus
Structure of stomach
Structure of intestine
Structure of pancreas
Structure of liver
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s570 Structure of gall bladder and ducts
s580 Structure of endocrine glands
s598 Structures related to the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems, other
specified
s599 Structures related to the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems,
unspecified

Chapter 6 Structures related to the genitourinary and
reproductive systems
s610
s620
s630
s698

Structure of urinary system
Structure of pelvic floor
Structure of reproductive system
Structures related to the genitourinary and reproductive systems, other
specified
s699 Structures related to the genitourinary and reproductive systems,
unspecified

Chapter 7 Structures related to movement
s710
s720
s730
s740
s750
s760
s770
s798
s799

Structure of head and neck region
Structure of shoulder region
Structure of upper extremity
Structure of pelvic region
Structure of lower extremity
Structure of trunk
Additional musculoskeletal structures related to movement
Structures related to movement, other specified
Structures related to movement, unspecified

Chapter 8 Skin and related structures
s810
s820
s830
s840
s898
s899

Structure of areas of skin
Structure of skin glands
Structure of nails
Structure of hair
Skin and related structures, other specified
Skin and related structures, unspecifed
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ACTIVITIES AND PARTICIPATION
Chapter 1 Learning and applying knowledge
Purposeful sensory experiences (d110-d129)
d110
d115
d120
d129

Watching
Listening
Other purposeful sensing
Purposeful sensory experiences, other specified and unspecified

Basic learning (d130-d159)
d130
d135
d140
d145
d150
d155
d159

Copying
Rehearsing
Learning to read
Learning to write
Learning to calculate
Acquiring skills
Basic learning, other specified and unspecified

Applying knowledge (d160-d179)
d160
d163
d166
d170
d172
d175
d177
d179
d198
d199

Focusing attention
Thinking
Reading
Writing
Calculating
Solving problems
Making decisions
Applying knowledge, other specified and unspecified
Learning and applying knowledge, other specified
Learning and applying knowledge, unspecified

Chapter 2 General tasks and demands
d210
d220
d230
d240
d298
d299

Undertaking a single task
Undertaking multiple tasks
Carrying out daily routine
Handling stress and other psychological demands
General tasks and demands, other specified
General tasks and demands, unspecified

Chapter 3 Communication
Communicating - receiving (d310-d329)
d310
d315
d320
d325
d329

Communicating with - receiving - spoken messages
Communicating with - receiving - nonverbal messages
Communicating with - receiving - formal sign language messages
Communicating with - receiving - written messages
Communicating - receiving, other specified and unspecified
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Communicating - producing (d330-d349)
d330
d335
d340
d345
d349

Speaking
Producing nonverbal messages
Producing messages in formal sign language
Writing messages
Communication - producing, other specified and unspecified

Conversation and use of communication devices and techniques (d350d369)
d350
d355
d360
d369

Conversation
Discussion
Using communication devices and techniques
Conversation and use of communication devices and techniques, other
specified and unspecified
d398 Communication, other specified
d399 Communication, unspecified

Chapter 4 Mobility
Changing and maintaining body position (d410-d429)
d410
d415
d420
d429

Changing basic body position
Maintaining a body position
Transferring oneself
Changing and maintaining body position, other specified and unspecified

Carrying, moving and handling objects (d430-d449)
d430
d435
d440
d445
d449

Lifting and carrying objects
Moving objects with lower extremities
Fine hand use
Hand and arm use
Carrying, moving and handling objects, other specified and unspecified

Walking and moving (d450-d469)
d450
d455
d460
d465
d469

Walking
Moving around
Moving around in different locations
Moving around using equipment
Walking and moving, other specified and unspecified

Moving around using transportation (d470-d489)
d470
d475
d480
d489
d498
d499

Using transportation
Driving
Riding animals for transportation
Moving around using transportation, other specified and unspecified
Mobility, other specified
Mobility, unspecified
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Chapter 5 Self-care
d510
d520
d530
d540
d550
d560
d570
d598
d599

Washing oneself
Caring for body parts
Toileting
Dressing
Eating
Drinking
Looking after one’s health
Self-care, other specified
Self-care, unspecified

Chapter 6 Domestic life
Acquisition of necessities (d610-d629)
d610 Acquiring a place to live
d620 Acquisition of goods and services
d629 Acquisition of necessities, other specified and unspecified

Household tasks (d630-d649)
d630 Preparing meals
d640 Doing housework
d649 Household tasks, other specified and unspecified

Caring for household objects and assisting others (d650-d669)
d650 Caring for household objects
d660 Assisting others
d669 Caring for household objects and assisting others, other specified and
unspecified
d698 Domestic life, other specified
d699 Domestic life, unspecified

Chapter 7 Interpersonal interactions and relationships
General interpersonal interactions (d710-d729)
d710 Basic interpersonal interactions
d720 Complex interpersonal interactions
d729 General interpersonal interactions, other specified and unspecified

Particular interpersonal relationships (d730-d779)
d730
d740
d750
d760
d770
d779
d798
d799

Relating with strangers
Formal relationships
Informal social relationships
Family relationships
Intimate relationships
Particular interpersonal relationships, other specified and unspecified
Interpersonal interactions and relationships, other specified
Interpersonal interactions and relationships, unspecified
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Chapter 8 Major life areas
Education (d810-d839)
d810
d815
d820
d825
d830
d839

Informal education
Preschool education
School education
Vocational training
Higher education
Education, other specified and unspecified

Work and employment (d840-d859)
d840
d845
d850
d855
d859

Apprenticeship (work preparation)
Acquiring, keeping and terminating a job
Remunerative employment
Non-remunerative employment
Work and employment, other specified and unspecified

Economic life (d860-d879)
d860
d865
d870
d879
d898
d899

Basic economic transactions
Complex economic transactions
Economic self-sufficiency
Economic life, other specified and unspecified
Major life areas, other specified
Major life areas, unspecified

Chapter 9 Community, social and civic life
d910
d920
d930
d940
d950
d998
d999

Community life
Recreation and leisure
Religion and spirituality
Human rights
Political life and citizenship
Community, social and civic life, other specified
Community, social and civic life, unspecified
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS
Chapter 1 Products and technology
e110 Products or substances for personal consumption
e115 Products and technology for personal use in daily living
e120 Products and technology for personal indoor and outdoor mobility and
transportation
e125 Products and technology for communication
e130 Products and technology for education
e135 Products and technology for employment
e140 Products and technology for culture, recreation and sport
e145 Products and technology for the practice of religion and spirituality
e150 Design, construction and building products and technology of buildings
for public use
e155 Design, construction and building products and technology of buildings
for private use
e160 Products and technology of land development
e165 Assets
e198 Products and technology, other specified
e199 Products and technology, unspecified

Chapter 2 Natural environment and human-made
changes to environment
e210
e215
e220
e225
e230
e235
e240
e245
e250
e255
e260
e298

Physical geography
Population
Flora and fauna
Climate
Natural events
Human-caused events
Light
Time-related changes
Sound
Vibration
Air quality
Natural environment and human-made changes to environment, other
specified
e299 Natural environment and human-made changes to environment,
unspecified

Chapter 3 Support and relationships
e310
e315
e320
e325
e330
e335
e340
e345

Immediate family
Extended family
Friends
Acquaintances, peers colleagues, neighbours and community members
People in positions of authority
People in subordinate positions
Personal care providers and personal assistants
Strangers
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Domesticated animals
Health professionals
Health-related professionals
Support and relationships, other specified
Support and relationships, unspecified

Chapter 4 Attitudes
e410
e415
e420
e425
e430
e435
e440
e445
e450
e455
e460
e465
e498
e499

Individual attitudes of immediate family members
Individual attitudes of extended family members
Individual attitudes of friends
Individual attitudes of acquaintances, peers colleagues, neighbours and
community members
Individual attitudes of people in positions of authority
Individual attitudes of people in subordinate positions
Individual attitudes of personal care providers and personal assistants
Individual attitudes of strangers
Individual attitudes of health professionals
Individual attitudes of health-related professionals
Societal attitudes
Social norms, practices and ideologies
Attitudes, other specified
Attitudes, unspecified

Chapter 5 Services, systems and policies
e510
e515
e520
e525
e530
e535
e540
e545
e550
e555
e560
e565
e570
e575
e580
e585
e590
e595
e598
e599

Services, systems and policies for the production of consumer goods
Architecture and construction services, systems and policies
Open space planning services, systems and policies
Housing services, systems and policies
Utilities services, systems and policies
Communication services, systems and policies
Transportation services, systems and policies
Civil protection services, systems and policies
Legal services, systems and policies
Associations and organizational services, systems and policies
Media services, systems and policies
Economic services, systems and policies
Social security services, systems and policies
General social support services, systems and policies
Health services, systems and policies
Education and training services, systems and policies
Labour and employment services, systems and policies
Political services, systems and policies
Services, systems and policies, other specified
Services, systems and policies, unspecified

44

ICF

Detailed classification with definitions

ICF
Detailed
classification with
definitions
All categories within the classification with their
definitions, inclusions and exclusions
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BODY FUNCTIONS
Definitions:

Body functions are the physiological functions of body systems
(including psychological functions).
Impairments are problems in body function or structure as a
significant deviation or loss.

Qualifier
Generic qualifier with the negative scale, used to indicate the extent or magnitude
of an impairment:
xxx.0
xxx.1
xxx.2
xxx.3
xxx.4
xxx.8
xxx.9

NO impairment
MILD impairment
MODERATE impairment
SEVERE impairment
COMPLETE impairment
not specified
not applicable

(none, absent, negligible,… )
(slight, low,…)
(medium, fair,...)
(high, extreme, …)
(total,…)

0-4 %
5-24 %
25-49 %
50-95 %
96-100 %

Broad ranges of percentages are provided for those cases in which calibrated
assessment instruments or other standards are available to quantify the
impairment in body function. For example, when “no impairment” or “complete
impairment” in body function is coded, this scaling may have margin of error of
up to 5%. “Moderate impairment” is generally up to half of the scale of total
impairment. The percentages are to be calibrated in different domains with
reference to population standards as percentiles. For this quantification to be
used in a uniform manner, assessment procedures need to be developed through
research.
For a further explanation of coding conventions in ICF, refer to Annex 2.
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Chapter 1

Mental functions
This chapter is about the functions of the brain: both global mental functions,
such as consciousness, energy and drive, and specific mental functions, such as
memory, language and calculation mental functions.

Global mental functions (b110-b139)
b 110

Consciousness functions
General mental functions of the state of awareness and alertness,
including the clarity and continuity of the wakeful state.
Inclusions: functions of the state, continuity and quality of consciousness;
loss of consciousness, coma, vegetative states, fugues, trance states,
possession states, drug-induced altered consciousness, delirium, stupor
Exclusions: orientation functions (b114); energy and drive functions
(b130); sleep functions (b134)
b 1100 State of consciousness
Mental functions that when altered produce states such as
clouding of consciousness, stupor or coma.
b 1101 Continuity of consciousness
Mental functions that produce sustained wakefulness, alertness
and awareness and, when disrupted, may produce fugue,
trance or other similar states.
b 1102 Quality of consciousness
Mental functions that when altered effect changes in the
character of wakeful, alert and aware sentience, such as druginduced altered states or delirium.
b 1108 Consciousness functions, other specified
b 1109 Consciousness functions, unspecified

b 114

Orientation functions
General mental functions of knowing and ascertaining one’s relation to
self, to others, to time and to one’s surroundings.
Inclusions: functions of orientation to time, place and person; orientation
to self and others; disorientation to time, place and person
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); attention functions (b140);
memory functions (b144)
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b 1140 Orientation to time
Mental functions that produce awareness of day, date, month
and year.
b 1141 Orientation to place
Mental functions that produce awareness of one's location,
such as one's immediate surroundings, one's town or country.
b 1142 Orientation to person
Mental functions that produce awareness of one's own identity
and of individuals in the immediate environment.
b 11420 Orientation to self
Mental functions that produce awareness of one's
own identity.
b 11421 Orientation to others
Mental functions that produce awareness of the
identity of other individuals in one's immediate
environment .
b 11428 Orientation to person, other specified
b 11429 Orientation to person, unspecified
b 1148 Orientation functions, other specified
b 1149 Orientation functions, unspecified
b 117

Intellectual functions
General mental functions, required to understand and constructively
integrate the various mental functions, including all cognitive functions
and their development over the life span.
Inclusions: functions of intellectual growth; intellectual retardation,
mental retardation, dementia
Exclusions: memory functions (b144); thought functions (b160); higherlevel cognitive functions (b164)

b 122

Global psychosocial functions
General mental functions, as they develop over the life span, required to
understand and constructively integrate the mental functions that lead
to the formation of the interpersonal skills needed to establish reciprocal
social interactions, in terms of both meaning and purpose.
Inclusion: such as in autism
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Temperament and personality functions
General mental functions of constitutional disposition of the individual
to react in a particular way to situations, including the set of mental
characteristics that makes the individual distinct from others.
Inclusions: functions of extraversion, introversion, agreeableness,
conscientiousness, psychic and emotional stability, and openness to
experience; optimism; novelty seeking; confidence; trustworthiness
Exclusions: intellectual functions (b117); energy and drive functions
(b130); psychomotor functions (b147); emotional functions (b152)
b 1260 Extraversion
Mental functions that produce a personal disposition that is
outgoing, sociable and demonstrative, as contrasted to being
shy, restricted and inhibited.
b 1261 Agreeableness
Mental functions that produce a personal disposition that is
cooperative, amicable, and accommodating, as contrasted to
being unfriendly, oppositional and defiant.
b 1262 Conscientiousness
Mental functions that produce personal dispositions such as in
being hard-working, methodical and scrupulous, as contrasted
to mental functions producing dispositions such as in being
lazy, unreliable and irresponsible.
b 1263 Psychic stability
Mental functions that produce a personal disposition that is
even-tempered, calm and composed, as contrasted to being
irritable, worried, erratic and moody.
b 1264 Openness to experience
Mental functions that produce a personal disposition that is
curious, imaginative, inquisitive and experience-seeking, as
contrasted to being stagnant, inattentive and emotionally
inexpressive.
b 1265 Optimism
Mental functions that produce a personal disposition that is
cheerful, buoyant and hopeful, as contrasted to being
downhearted, gloomy and despairing.
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b 1266 Confidence
Mental functions that produce a personal disposition that is
self-assured, bold and assertive, as contrasted to being timid,
insecure and self-effacing.
b 1267 Trustworthiness
Mental functions that produce a personal disposition that is
dependable and principled, as contrasted to being deceitful
and antisocial.
b 1268 Temperament and personality functions, other specified
b 1269 Temperament and personality functions, unspecified
b 130

Energy and drive functions
General mental functions of physiological and psychological
mechanisms that cause the individual to move towards satisfying
specific needs and general goals in a persistent manner.
Inclusions: functions of energy level, motivation, appetite, craving
(including craving for substances that can be abused), and impulse control
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); temperament and personality
functions (b126); sleep functions (b134); psychomotor functions (b147);
emotional functions (b152)
b 1300 Energy level
Mental functions that produce vigour and stamina.
b 1301 Motivation
Mental functions that produce the incentive to act; the
conscious or unconscious driving force for action.
b 1302 Appetite
Mental functions that produce a natural longing or desire,
especially the natural and recurring desire for food and drink.
b 1303 Craving
Mental functions that produce the urge to consume substances,
including substances that can be abused.
b 1304 Impulse control
Mental functions that regulate and resist sudden intense urges
to do something.
b 1308 Energy and drive functions, other specified
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b 1309 Energy and drive functions, unspecified
b 134

Sleep functions
General mental functions of periodic, reversible and selective physical
and mental disengagement from one’s immediate environment
accompanied by characteristic physiological changes.
Inclusions: functions of amount of sleeping, and onset, maintenance and
quality of sleep; functions involving the sleep cycle, such as in insomnia,
hypersomnia and narcolepsy
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); energy and drive functions
(b130); attention functions (b140); psychomotor functions (b147)
b 1340 Amount of sleep
Mental functions involved in the time spent in the state of sleep
in the diurnal cycle or circadian rhythm.
b 1341 Onset of sleep
Mental functions that produce the transition between
wakefulness and sleep.
b 1342 Maintenance of sleep
Mental functions that sustain the state of being asleep.
b 1343 Quality of sleep
Mental functions that produce the natural sleep leading to
optimal physical and mental rest and relaxation.
b 1344 Functions involving the sleep cycle
Mental functions that produce rapid eye movement (REM)
sleep (associated with dreaming) and non-rapid eye movement
sleep (NREM) (characterized by the traditional concept of
sleep as a time of decreased physiological and psychological
activity).
b 1348 Sleep functions, other specified
b 1349 Sleep functions, unspecified

b 139

Global mental functions, other specified and unspecified
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Specific mental functions (b140-b189)
b 140

Attention functions
Specific mental functions of focusing on an external stimulus or internal
experience for the required period of time.
Inclusions: functions of sustaining attention, shifting attention, dividing
attention, sharing attention; concentration; distractibility
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); energy and drive functions
(b130); sleep functions (b134); memory functions (b144); psychomotor
functions (b147); perceptual functions (b156)
b 1400 Sustaining attention
Mental functions that produce concentration for the period of
time required.
b 1401 Shifting attention
Mental functions that permit refocusing concentration from
one stimulus to another.
b 1402 Dividing attention
Mental functions that permit focusing on two or more stimuli
at the same time.
b 1403 Sharing attention
Mental functions that permit focusing on the same stimulus by
two or more people, such as a child and a caregiver both
focusing on a toy.
b 1408 Attention functions, other specified
b 1409 Attention functions, unspecified

b 144

Memory functions
Specific mental functions of registering and storing information and
retrieving it as needed.
Inclusions: functions of short-term and long-term memory, immediate,
recent and remote memory; memory span; retrieval of memory;
remembering; functions used in recalling and learning, such as in
nominal, selective and dissociative amnesia
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); orientation functions (b114);
intellectual functions (b117); attention functions (b140); perceptual
functions (b156); thought functions (b160); higher-level cognitive
functions (b164); mental functions of language (b167); calculation
functions (b172)
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b 1440 Short-term memory
Mental functions that produce a temporary, disruptable
memory store of around 30 seconds duration from which
information is lost if not consolidated into long-term memory.
b 1441 Long-term memory
Mental functions that produce a memory system permitting
the long-term storage of information from short-term memory
and both autobiographical memory for past events and
semantic memory for language and facts.
b 1442 Retrieval of memory
Specific mental functions of recalling information stored in
long-term memory and bringing it into awareness.
b 1448 Memory functions, other specified
b 1449 Memory functions, unspecified
b 147

Psychomotor functions
Specific mental functions of control over both motor and psychological
events at the body level.
Inclusions: functions of psychomotor control, such as psychomotor
retardation, excitement and agitation, posturing, catatonia, negativism,
ambitendency, echopraxia and echolalia; quality of psychomotor function
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); orientation functions (b114);
intellectual functions (b117); energy and drive functions (b130); attention
functions (b140); mental functions of language (b167); mental functions
of sequencing complex movements (b176)
b 1480 Psychomotor control
Mental functions that regulate the speed of behaviour or
response time that involves both motor and psychological
components, such as in disruption of control producing
psychomotor retardation (moving and speaking slowly;
decrease in gesturing and spontaneity) or psychomotor
excitement (excessive behavioural and cognitive activity,
usually nonproductive and often in response to inner tension
as in toe-tapping, hand-wringing, agitation, or restlessness.)
b 1481 Quality of psychomotor functions
Mental functions that produce nonverbal behaviour in the
proper sequence and character of its subcomponents, such as
hand and eye coordination, or gait.
b 1488 Psychomotor functions, other specified
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b 1489 Psychomotor functions, unspecified
b 152

Emotional functions
Specific mental functions related to the feeling and affective components
of the processes of the mind.
Inclusions: functions of appropriateness of emotion, regulation and range
of emotion; affect; sadness, happiness, love, fear, anger, hate, tension,
anxiety, joy, sorrow; lability of emotion; flattening of affect
Exclusions: temperament and personality functions (b126); energy and
drive functions (b130)
b 1520 Appropriateness of emotion
Mental functions that produce congruence of feeling or affect
with the situation, such as happiness at receiving good news.
b 1521 Regulation of emotion
Mental functions that control the experience and display of
affect.
b 1522 Range of emotion
Mental functions that produce the spectrum of experience of
arousal of affect or feelings such as love, hate, anxiousness,
sorrow, joy, fear and anger.
b 1528 Emotional functions, other specified
b 1529 Emotional functions, unspecified

b 156

Perceptual functions
Specific mental functions of recognizing and interpreting sensory
stimuli.
Inclusions: functions of auditory, visual, olfactory, gustatory, tactile and
visuospatial perception, such as hallucination or illusion
Exclusions: consciousness functions (b110); orientation functions (b114);
attention functions (b140); memory functions (b144); mental functions of
language (b167); seeing and related functions (b210-b229); hearing and
vestibular functions (b230-b249); additional sensory functions (b250b279)
b 1560 Auditory perception
Mental functions involved in discriminating sounds, tones,
pitches and other acoustic stimuli.
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b 1561 Visual perception
Mental functions involved in discriminating shape, size, colour
and other ocular stimuli.
b 1562 Olfactory perception
Mental functions involved in distinguishing differences in
smells.
b 1563 Gustatory perception
Mental functions involved in distinguishing differences in
tastes, such as sweet, sour, salty and bitter stimuli, detected by
the tongue.
b 1564 Tactile perception
Mental functions involved in distinguishing differences in
texture, such as rough or smooth stimuli, detected by touch.
b 1565 Visuospatial perception
Mental function involved in distinguishing by sight the relative
position of objects in the environment or in relation to oneself.
b 1568 Perceptual functions, other specified
b 1569 Perceptual functions, unspecified
b 160

Thought functions
Specific mental functions related to the ideational component of the
mind.
Inclusions: functions of pace, form, control and content of thought; goaldirected thought functions, non-goal directed thought functions; logical
thought functions, such as pressure of thought, flight of ideas, thought
block, incoherence of thought, tangentiality, circumstantiality, delusions,
obsessions and compulsions
Exclusions: intellectual functions (b117); memory functions (b144);
psychomotor functions (b147); perceptual functions (b156); higher-level
cognitive functions (b164); mental functions of language (b167);
calculation functions (b172)
b 1600 Pace of thought
Mental functions that govern speed of the thinking process.
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b 1601 Form of thought
Mental functions that organize the thinking process as to its
coherence and logic.
Inclusions: impairments of ideational perseveration,
tangentiality and circumstantiality
b 1602 Content of thought
Mental functions consisting of the ideas that are present in the
thinking process and what is being conceptualized.
Inclusions: impairments of delusions, overvalued ideas and
somatization
b 1603 Control of thought
Mental functions that provide volitional control of thinking
and are recognized as such by the person.
Inclusions: impairments of rumination, obsession, thought
broadcast and thought insertion
b 1608 Thought functions, other specified
b 1609 Thought functions, unspecified
b 164

Higher-level cognitive functions
Specific mental functions especially dependent on the frontal lobes of
the brain, including complex goal-directed behaviours such as decisionmaking, abstract thinking, planning and carrying out plans, mental
flexibility, and deciding which behaviours are appropriate under what
circumstances; often called executive functions.
Inclusions: functions of abstraction and organization of ideas; time
management, insight and judgement; concept formation, categorization
and cognitive flexibility
Exclusions: memory functions (b144); thought functions (b160); mental
functions of language (b167); calculation functions (b172)
b 1640 Abstraction
Mental functions of creating general ideas, qualities or
characteristics out of, and distinct from, concrete realities,
specific objects or actual instances.
b 1641 Organization and planning
Mental functions of coordinating parts into a whole, of
systematizing; the mental function involved in developing a
method of proceeding or acting.
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b 1642 Time management
Mental functions of ordering events in chronological sequence,
allocating amounts of time to events and activities.
b 1643 Cognitive flexibility
Mental functions of changing strategies, or shifting mental sets,
especially as involved in problem-solving.
b 1644 Insight
Mental functions of awareness and understanding of oneself
and one's behaviour.
b 1645 Judgement
Mental functions involved in discriminating between and
evaluating different options, such as those involved in forming
an opinion.
b 1646 Problem-solving
Mental functions of identifying, analysing and integrating
incongruent or conflicting information into a solution.
b 1648 Higher-level cognitive functions, other specified
b 1649 Higher-level cognitive functions, unspecified
b 167

Mental functions of language
Specific mental functions of recognizing and using signs, symbols and
other components of a language.
Inclusions: functions of reception and decryption of spoken, written or
other forms of language such as sign language; functions of expression of
spoken, written or other forms of language; integrative language functions,
spoken and written, such as involved in receptive, expressive, Broca’s,
Wernicke’s and conduction aphasia
Exclusions: attention functions (b140); memory functions (b144);
perceptual functions (b156); thought functions (b160); higher-level
cognitive functions (b164); calculation functions (b172); mental functions
of complex movements (b176); Chapter 2 Sensory Functions and Pain;
Chapter 3 Voice and Speech Functions
b 1680 Reception of language
Specific mental functions of decoding messages in spoken,
written or other forms, such as sign language, to obtain their
meaning.
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b 16800 Reception of spoken language
Mental functions of decoding spoken messages to
obtain their meaning.
b 16801 Reception of written language
Mental functions of decoding written messages to
obtain their meaning.
b 16802 Reception of sign language
Mental functions of decoding messages in languages
that use signs made by hands and other movements,
in order to obtain their meaning.
b 16808 Reception of language, other specified
b 16809 Reception of language, unspecified
b 1681 Expression of language
Specific mental functions necessary to produce meaningful
messages in spoken, written, signed or other forms of language.
b 16810 Expression of spoken language
Mental functions necessary to produce meaningful
spoken messages.
b 16811 Expression of written language
Mental functions necessary to produce meaningful
written messages.
b 16812 Expression of sign language
Mental functions necessary to produce meaningful
messages in languages that use signs made by hands
and other movements.
b 16818 Expression of language, other specified
b 16819 Expression of language, unspecified
b 1682 Integrative language functions
Mental functions that organize semantic and symbolic
meaning, grammatical structure and ideas for the production
of messages in spoken, written or other forms of language.
b 1688 Mental functions of language, other specified
b 1689 Mental functions of language, unspecified
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Calculation functions
Specific mental functions of determination, approximation and
manipulation of mathematical symbols and processes.
Inclusions: functions of addition, subtraction, and other simple
mathematical calculations; functions of complex mathematical operations
Exclusions: attention functions (b140); memory functions (b144); thought
functions (b160); higher-level cognitive functions (b164); mental
functions of language (b167)
b 1720 Simple calculation
Mental functions of computing with numbers, such as
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.
b 1721 Complex calculation
Mental functions of translating word problems into arithmetic
procedures, translating mathematical formulas into arithmetic
procedures, and other complex manipulations involving
numbers.
b 1728 Calculation functions, other specified
b 1729 Calculation functions, unspecified

b 176

Mental function of sequencing complex movements
Specific mental functions of sequencing and coordinating complex,
purposeful movements.
Inclusions: impairments such as in ideation, ideomotor, dressing,
oculomotor and speech apraxia
Exclusions: psychomotor functions (b147); higher-level cognitive functions
(b164); Chapter 7 Neuromusculoskeletal and Movement-Related
Functions

b 180

Experience of self and time functions
Specific mental functions related to the awareness of one's identity,
one's body, one's position in the reality of one's environment and of
time.
Inclusions: functions of experience of self, body image and time
b 1800 Experience of self
Specific mental functions of being aware of one's own identity
and one's position in the reality of the environment around
oneself.
Inclusion: impairments such as depersonalization and
derealization
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b 1801 Body image
Specific mental functions related to the representation and
awareness of one's body.
Inclusion: impairments such as phantom limb and feeling too fat
or too thin
b 1802 Experience of time
Specific mental functions of the subjective experiences related
to the length and passage of time.
Inclusion: impairments such as jamais vu and déjà vu
b 1808 Experience of self and time functions, other specified
b 1809 Experience of self and time functions, unspecified
b 189

Specific mental functions, other specified and unspecified

b 198

Mental functions, other specified

b 199

Mental functions, unspecified
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Sensory functions and pain
This chapter is about the functions of the senses, seeing, hearing, tasting and so
on, as well as the sensation of pain.

Seeing and related functions (b210-b229)
b 210

Seeing functions
Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of light and sensing
the form, size, shape and colour of the visual stimuli.
Inclusions: visual acuity functions; visual field functions; quality of vision;
functions of sensing light and colour, visual acuity of distant and near
vision, monocular and binocular vision; visual picture quality;
impairments such as myopia, hypermetropia, astigmatism, hemianopia,
colour-blindness, tunnel vision, central and peripheral scotoma, diplopia,
night blindness and impaired adaptability to light
Exclusion: perceptual functions (b156)
b 2100 Visual acuity functions
Seeing functions of sensing form and contour, both binocular
and monocular, for both distant and near vision.
b 21000 Binocular acuity of distant vision
Seeing functions of sensing size, form and contour,
using both eyes, for objects distant from the eye.
b 21001 Monocular acuity of distant vision
Seeing functions of sensing size, form and contour,
using either right or left eye alone, for objects distant
from the eye.
b 21002 Binocular acuity of near vision
Seeing functions of sensing size, form and contour,
using both eyes, for objects close to the eye.
b 21003 Monocular acuity of near vision
Seeing functions of sensing size, form and contour,
using either right or left eye alone, for objects close to
the eye.
b 21008 Visual acuity functions, other specified
b 21009 Visual acuity functions, unspecified
62

ICF

Body Functions

b 2101 Visual field functions
Seeing functions related to the entire area that can be seen with
fixation of gaze.
Inclusions: impairments such as in scotoma, tunnel vision,
anopsia
b 2102 Quality of vision
Seeing functions involving light sensitivity, colour vision,
contrast sensitivity and the overall quality of the picture.
b 21020 Light sensitivity
Seeing functions of sensing a minimum amount of
light (light minimum), and the minimum difference
in intensity (light difference.)
Inclusions: functions of dark adaptation; impairments
such as night blindness (hyposensitivity to light) and
photophobia (hypersensitivity to light)
b 21021 Colour vision
Seeing functions of differentiating and matching
colours.
b 21022 Contrast sensitivity
Seeing functions of separating figure from ground,
involving the minimum amount of luminance
required.
b 21023 Visual picture quality
Seeing functions involving the quality of the picture.
Inclusions: impairments such as in seeing stray lights,
affected picture quality (floaters or webbing), picture
distortion, and seeing stars or flashes
b 21028 Quality of vision, other specified
b 21029 Quality of vision, unspecified
b 2108 Seeing functions, other specified
b 2109 Seeing functions, unspecified
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Functions of structures adjoining the eye
Functions of structures in and around the eye that facilitate seeing
functions.
Inclusions: functions of internal muscles of the eye, eyelid, external
muscles of the eye, including voluntary and tracking movements and
fixation of the eye, lachrymal glands, accommodation, pupillary reflex;
impairments such as in nystagmus, xerophthalmia and ptosis
Exclusions: seeing functions (b210); Chapter 7 Neuromusculoskeletal and
Movement-related Functions
b 2150 Functions of internal muscles of the eye
Functions of the muscles inside the eye, such as the iris, that
adjust the shape and size of the pupil and lens of the eye.
Inclusions: functions of accommodation; pupillary reflex
b 2151 Functions of the eyelid
Functions of the eyelid, such as the protective reflex.
b 2152 Functions of external muscles of the eye
Functions of the muscles that are used to look in different
directions, to follow an object as it moves across the visual
field, to produce saccadic jumps to catch up with a moving
target, and to fix the eye.
Inclusions: nystagmus; cooperation of both eyes
b 2153 Functions of lachrymal glands
Functions of the tear glands and ducts.
b 2158 Functions of structures adjoining the eye, other specified
b 2159 Functions of structures adjoining the eye, unspecified

b 220

Sensations associated with the eye and adjoining structures
Sensations of tired, dry and itching eye and related feelings.
Inclusions: feelings of pressure behind the eye, of something in the eye, eye
strain, burning in the eye; eye irritation
Exclusion: sensation of pain (b280)

b 229

Seeing and related functions, other specified and unspecified

64

ICF

Body Functions

Hearing and vestibular functions (b230-b249)
b 230

Hearing functions
Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of sounds and
discriminating the location, pitch, loudness and quality of sounds.
Inclusions: functions of hearing, auditory discrimination, localization of
sound source, lateralization of sound, speech discrimination; impairments
such as deafness, hearing impairment and hearing loss
Exclusions: perceptual functions (b156) and mental functions of language
(b167)
b 2300 Sound detection
Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of sounds.
b 2301 Sound discrimination
Sensory functions relating to sensing the presence of sound
involving the differentiation of ground and binaural synthesis,
separation and blending.
b 2302 Localisation of sound source
Sensory functions relating to determining the location of the
source of sound.
b 2303 Lateralization of sound
Sensory functions relating to determining whether the sound is
coming from the right or left side.
b 2304 Speech discrimination
Sensory functions relating to determining spoken language and
distinguishing it from other sounds.
b 2308 Hearing functions, other specified
b 2309 Hearing functions, unspecified

b 235

Vestibular functions
Sensory functions of the inner ear related to position, balance and
movement.
Inclusions: functions of position and positional sense; functions of balance
of the body and movement
Exclusion: sensation associated with hearing and vestibular functions
(b240)
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b 2350 Vestibular function of position
Sensory functions of the inner ear related to determining the
position of the body.
b 2351 Vestibular function of balance
Sensory functions of the inner ear related to determining the
balance of the body.
b 2352 Vestibular function of determination of movement
Sensory functions of the inner ear related to determining
movement of the body, including its direction and speed.
b 2358 Vestibular functions, other specified
b 2359 Vestibular functions, unspecified
b 240

Sensations associated with hearing and vestibular function
Sensations of dizziness, falling, tinnitus and vertigo.
Inclusions: sensations of ringing in ears, irritation in ear, aural pressure,
nausea associated with dizziness or vertigo
Exclusions: vestibular functions (b235); sensation of pain (b280)
b 2400 Ringing in ears or tinnitus
Sensation of low-pitched rushing, hissing or ringing in the ear.
b 2401 Dizziness
Sensation of motion involving either oneself or one's
environment; sensation of rotating, swaying or tilting.
b 2402 Sensation of falling
Sensation of losing one's grip and falling.
b 2403 Nausea associated with dizziness or vertigo
Sensation of wanting to vomit that arises from dizziness or
vertigo.
b 2404 Irritation in the ear
Sensation of itching or other similar sensations in the ear.
b 2405 Aural pressure
Sensation of pressure in the ear.
b 2408 Sensations associated with hearing and vestibular function,
other specified
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b 2409 Sensations associated with hearing and vestibular function,
unspecified
b 249

Hearing and vestibular functions, other specified and unspecified

Additional sensory functions (b250-b279)
b 250

Taste function
Sensory functions of sensing qualities of bitterness, sweetness, sourness
and saltiness.
Inclusions: gustatory functions; impairments such as ageusia and
hypogeusia

b 255

Smell function
Sensory functions of sensing odours and smells.
Inclusions: olfactory functions; impairments such as anosmia or hyposmia

b 260

Proprioceptive function
Sensory functions of sensing the relative position of body parts.
Inclusions: functions of statesthesia and kinaesthesia
Exclusions: vestibular functions (b235); sensations related to muscles and
movement functions (b780)

b 265

Touch function
Sensory functions of sensing surfaces and their texture or quality.
Inclusions: functions of touching, feeling of touch; impairments such as
numbness, anaesthesia, tingling, paraesthesia and hyperaesthesia
Exclusions: sensory functions related to temperature and other stimuli
(b270)

b 270

Sensory functions related to temperature and other stimuli
Sensory functions of sensing temperature, vibration, pressure and
noxious stimulus.
Inclusions: functions of being sensitive to temperature, vibration, shaking
or oscillation, superficial pressure, deep pressure, burning sensation or a
noxious stimulus
Exclusions: touch functions (b265); sensation of pain (b280)
b 2700 Sensitivity to temperature
Sensory functions of sensing cold and heat.
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b 2701 Sensitivity to vibration
Sensory functions of sensing shaking or oscillation.
b 2702 Sensitivity to pressure
Sensory functions of sensing pressure against or on the skin.
Inclusions: impairments such as sensitivity to touch, numbness,
hypaesthesia, hyperaesthesia, paraesthesia and tingling
b 2703 Sensitivity to a noxious stimulus
Sensory functions of sensing painful or uncomfortable
sensations.
Inclusions: impairments such as hypalgesia, hyperpathia,
allodynia, analgesia and anaesthesia dolorosa
b 2708 Sensory functions related to temperature and other stimuli,
other specified
b 2709 Sensory functions related to temperature and other stimuli,
unspecified
b 279

Additional sensory functions, other specified and unspecified

Pain (b280-b289)
b 280

Sensation of pain
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or actual damage to
some body structure.
Inclusions: sensations of generalized or localized pain, in one or more
body part, pain in a dermatome, stabbing pain, burning pain, dull pain,
aching pain; impairments such as myalgia, analgesia and hyperalgesia
b 2800 Generalized pain
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or actual
damage to some body structure felt all over, or throughout the
body.
b 2801 Pain in body part
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or actual
damage to some body structure felt in a specific part, or parts,
of the body.
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b 28010 Pain in head and neck
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or
actual damage to some body structure felt in the head
and neck.
b 28011 Pain in chest
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or
actual damage to some body structure felt in the chest.
b 28012 Pain in stomach or abdomen
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or
actual damage to some body structure felt in the
stomach or abdomen.
Inclusion: pain in the pelvic region
b 28013 Pain in back
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or
actual damage to some body structure felt in the back.
Inclusions: pain in the trunk; low backache
b 28014 Pain in upper limb
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or
actual damage to some body structure felt in either
one or both upper limbs, including hands.
b 28015 Pain in lower limb
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or
actual damage to some body structure felt in either
one or both lower limbs, including feet.
b 28016 Pain in joints
Sensation of unpleasant feeling indicating potential or
actual damage to some body structure felt in one or
more joints, including small and big joints.
Inclusions: pain in the hip; pain in the shoulder
b 28018 Pain in body part, other specified
b 28019 Pain in body part, unspecified
b 2802 Pain in multiple body parts
Unpleasant sensation indicating potential or actual damage to
some body structure located in several body parts.
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b 2803 Radiating pain in a dermatome
Unpleasant sensation indicating potential or actual damage to
some body structure located in areas of skin served by the same
nerve root.
b 2804 Radiating pain in a segment or region
Unpleasant sensation indicating potential or actual damage to
some body structure located in areas of skin in different body
parts not served by the same nerve root.
b 289

Sensation of pain, other specified and unspecified

b 298

Sensory functions and pain, other specified

b 299

Sensory functions and pain, unspecified
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Chapter 3

Voice and speech functions
This chapter is about the functions of producing sounds and speech.
b 310

Voice functions
Functions of the production of various sounds by the passage of air
through the larynx.
Inclusions: functions of production and quality of voice; functions of
phonation, pitch, loudness and other qualities of voice; impairments such
as aphonia, dysphonia, hoarseness, hypernasality and hyponasality
Exclusions: mental functions of language (b167); articulation functions
(b320)
b 3100 Production of voice
Functions of the production of sound made through
coordination of the larynx and surrounding muscles with the
respiratory system.
Inclusions: functions of phonation, loudness; impairment of
aphonia
b 3101 Quality of voice
Functions of the production of characteristics of voice
including pitch, resonance and other features.
Inclusions: functions of high or low pitch; impairments such as
hypernasality, hyponasality, dysphonia, hoarseness or harshness
b 3108 Voice functions, other specified
b 3109 Voice functions, unspecified

b 320

Articulation functions
Functions of the production of speech sounds.
Inclusions: functions of enunciation, articulation of phonemes; spastic,
ataxic, flaccid dysarthria; anarthria
Exclusions: mental functions of language (b167); voice functions (b310)
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Fluency and rhythm of speech functions
Functions of the production of flow and tempo of speech.
Inclusions: functions of fluency, rhythm, speed and melody of speech;
prosody and intonation; impairments such as stuttering, stammering,
cluttering, bradylalia and tachylalia
Exclusions: mental functions of language (b167); voice functions (b310);
articulation functions (b320)
b 3300 Fluency of speech
Functions of the production of smooth, uninterrupted flow of
speech.
Inclusions: functions of smooth connection of speech;
impairments such as stuttering, stammering, cluttering,
dysfluency, repetition of sounds, words or parts of words and
irregular breaks in speech
b 3301 Rhythm of speech
Functions of the modulated, tempo and stress patterns in
speech.
Inclusions: impairments such as stereotypic or repetitive speech
cadence
b 3302 Speed of speech
Functions of the rate of speech production.
Inclusions: impairments such as bradylalia and tachylalia
b 3303 Melody of speech
Functions of modulation of pitch patterns in speech.
Inclusions: prosody of speech, intonation, melody of speech;
impairments such as monotone speech
b 3308 Fluency and rhythm of speech functions, other specified
b 3309 Fluency and rhythm of speech functions, unspecified

b 340

Alternative vocalization functions
Functions of the production of other manners of vocalization.
Inclusions: functions of the production of notes and range of sounds, such
as in singing, chanting, babbling and humming; crying aloud and
screaming
Exclusions: mental functions of language (b167); voice functions (b310);
articulation functions (b320); fluency and rhythm of speech functions
(b330)
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b 3400 Production of notes
Functions of production of musical vocal sounds.
Inclusions: sustaining, modulating and terminating production
of single or connected vocalizations with variation in pitch such
as in singing, humming and chanting
b 3401 Making a range of sounds
Functions of production of a variety of vocalizations.
Inclusion: functions of babbling in children
b 3408 Alternative vocalization functions, other specified
b 3409 Alternative vocalization functions, unspecified
b 398

Voice and speech functions, other specified

b 399

Voice and speech functions, unspecified
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Chapter 4

Functions of the cardiovascular,
haematological, immunological and
respiratory systems
This chapter is about the functions involved in the cardiovascular system
(functions of the heart and blood vessels), the haematological and immunological
systems (functions of blood production and immunity), and the respiratory
system (functions of respiration and exercise tolerance).

Functions of the cardiovascular system (b410-b429)
b 410

Heart functions
Functions of pumping the blood in adequate or required amounts and
pressure throughout the body.
Inclusions: functions of heart rate, rhythm and output; contraction force of
ventricular muscles; functions of heart valves; pumping the blood through
the pulmonary circuit; dynamics of circulation to the heart; impairments
such as tachycardia, bradycardia and irregular heart beatand as in heart
failure, cardiomyopathy, myocarditis,and coronary insufficiency
Exclusions: blood vessel functions (b415); blood pressure functions (b420);
exercise tolerance functions (b455)
b 4100 Heart rate
Functions related to the number of times the heart contracts
every minute.
Inclusions: impairments such as rates that are too fast
(tachycardia) or too slow (bradycardia)
b 4101 Heart rhythm
Functions related to the regularity of the beating of the heart.
Inclusions: impairments such as arrhythmias
b 4102 Contraction force of ventricular muscles
Functions related to the amount of blood pumped by the
ventricular muscles during every beat.
Inclusions: impairments such as diminished cardiac output
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b 4103 Blood supply to the heart
Functions related to the volume of blood available to the heart
muscle.
Inclusion: impairments such as coronary ischaemia
b 4108 Heart functions, other specified
b 4109 Heart functions, unspecified
b 415

Blood vessel functions
Functions of transporting blood throughout the body.
Inclusions: functions of arteries, capillaries and veins; vasomotor function;
functions of pulmonary arteries, capillaries and veins; functions of valves
of veins; impairments such as in blockage or constriction of arteries;
atherosclerosis, arteriosclerosis, thromboembolism and varicose veins
Exclusions: heart functions (b410); blood pressure functions (b420);
haematological system functions (b430); exercise tolerance functions
(b455)
b 4150 Functions of arteries
functions related to blood flow in the arteries
Inclusions: impairments such as arterial dilation; arterial
constriction such as in intermittent claudication
b 4151 Functions of capillaries
Functions related to blood flow in the capillaries.
b 4152 Functions of veins
Functions related to blood flow in the veins, and the functions
of valves of veins.
Inclusions: impairments such as venous dilation; venous
constriction; insufficient closing of valves as in varicose veins
b 4158 Blood vessel functions, other specified
b 4159 Blood vessel functions, unspecified
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Blood pressure functions
Functions of maintaining the pressure of blood within the arteries.
Inclusions: functions of maintenance of blood pressure; increased and
decreased blood pressure; impairments such as in hypotension,
hypertension and postural hypotension
Exclusions: heart functions (b410); blood vessel functions (b415); exercise
tolerance functions (b455)
b 4200 Increased blood pressure
Functions related to a rise in systolic or diastolic blood
pressure above normal for the age.
b 4201 Decreased blood pressure
Functions related to a fall in systolic or diastolic blood pressure
below normal for the age.
b 4202 Maintenance of blood pressure
Functions related to maintaining an appropriate blood
pressure in response to changes in the body.
b 4208 Blood pressure functions, other specified
b 4209 Blood pressure functions, unspecified

b 429

Functions of the cardiovascular system, other specified and
unspecified

Functions of the haematological and immunological
systems (b430-b439)
b 430

Haematological system functions
Functions of blood production, oxygen and metabolite carriage, and
clotting.
Inclusions: functions of the production of blood and bone marrow;
oxygen-carrying functions of blood; blood-related functions of spleen;
metabolite-carrying functions of blood; clotting; impairments such as
anaemia, haemophilia and other clotting dysfunctions
Exclusions: functions of the cardiovascular system (b410-b429);
immunological system functions (b435); exercise tolerance functions
(b455)
b 4300 Production of blood
Functions related to the production of blood and all its
constituents.
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b 4301 Oxygen-carrying functions of the blood
Functions related to the blood's capacity to carry oxygen
throughout the body.
b 4302 Metabolite-carrying functions of the blood
Functions related to the blood's capacity to carry metabolites
throughout the body.
b 4303 Clotting functions
Functions related to the coagulation of blood, such as at a site
of injury.
b 4308 Haematological system functions, other specified
b 4309 Haematological system functions, unspecified
b 435

Immunological system functions
Functions of the body related to protection against foreign substances,
including infections, by specific and non-specific immune responses.
Inclusions: immune response (specific and non-specific); hypersensitivity
reactions; functions of lymphatic vessels and nodes; functions of cellmediated immunity, antibody-mediated immunity; response to
immunization; impairments such as in autoimmunity, allergic reactions,
lymphadenitis and lymphoedema
Exclusion: haematological system functions (b430)
b 4350 Immune response
Functions of the body's response of sensitization to foreign
substances, including infections.
b 43500 Specific immune response
Functions of the body's response of sensitization to a
specific foreign substance.
b 43501 Non-specific immune response
Functions of the body's general response of
sensitization to foreign substances, including
infections.
b 43508 Immune response, other specified
b 43509 Immune response, unspecified
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b 4351 Hypersensitivity reactions
Functions of the body's response of increased sensitization to
foreign substances, such as in sensitivities to different antigens.
Inclusions: impairments such as hypersensitivities or allergies
Exclusion: tolerance to food (b5153)
b 4352 Functions of lymphatic vessels
Functions related to vascular channels that transport lymph.
b 4353 Functions of lymph nodes
Functions related to glands along the course of lymphatic
vessels.
b 4358 Immunological system functions, other specified
b 4359 Immunological system functions, unspecified
b 439

Functions of the haematological and immunological systems, other
specified and unspecified

Functions of the respiratory system (b440-b449)
b 440

Respiration functions
Functions of inhaling air into the lungs, the exchange of gases between
air and blood, and exhaling air.
Inclusions: functions of respiration rate, rhythm and depth; impairments
such as apnoea, hyperventilation, irregular respiration, paradoxical
respiration, and brochial spasm, and as in pulmonary emphysema
Exclusions: respiratory muscle functions (b445); additional respiratory
functions (b450); exercise tolerance functions (b455)
b 4400 Respiration rate
Functions related to the number of breaths taken per minute.
Inclusions: impairments such as rates that are too fast
(tachypnoea) or too slow (bradypnoea)
b 4401 Respiratory rhythm
Functions related to the periodicity and regularity of breathing.
Inclusions: impairments such as irregular breathing
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b 4402 Depth of respiration
Functions related to the volume of expansion of the lungs
during breathing.
Inclusions: impairments such as superficial or shallow
respiration
b 4408 Respiration functions, other specified
b 4409 Respiration functions, unspecified
b 445

Respiratory muscle functions
Functions of the muscles involved in breathing.
Inclusions: functions of thoracic respiratory muscles; functions of the
diaphragm; functions of accessory respiratory muscles
Exclusions: respiration functions (b440); additional respiratory functions
(b450); exercise tolerance functions (b455)
b 4450 Functions of the thoracic respiratory muscles
Functions of the thoracic muscles involved in breathing.
b 4451 Functions of the diaphragm
Functions of the diaphragm as involved in breathing.
b 4452 Functions of accessory respiratory muscles
Functions of the additional muscles involved in breathing.
b 4458 Respiratory muscle functions, other specified
b 4459 Respiratory muscle functions, unspecified

b 449

Functions of the respiratory system, other specified and unspecified

Additional functions and sensations of the
cardiovascular and respiratory systems (b450-b469)
b 450

Additional respiratory functions
Additional functions related to breathing, such as coughing, sneezing
and yawning.
Inclusions: functions of blowing, whistling and mouth breathing
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Exercise tolerance functions
Functions related to respiratory and cardiovascular capacity as required
for enduring physical exertion.
Inclusions: functions of physical endurance, aerobic capacity, stamina and
fatiguability
Exclusions: functions of the cardiovascular system (b410-b429);
haematological system functions (b430); respiration functions (b440);
respiratory muscle functions (b445); additional respiratory functions
(b450)
b 4550 General physical endurance
Functions related to the general level of tolerance of physical
exercise or stamina.
b 4551 Aerobic capacity
Functions related to the extent to which a person can exercise
without getting out of breath.
b 4552 Fatiguability
Functions related to susceptibility to fatigue, at any level of
exertion.
b 4558 Exercise tolerance functions, other specified
b 4559 Exercise tolerance functions, unspecified

b 460

Sensations associated with cardiovascular and respiratory functions
Sensations such as missing a heart beat, palpitation and shortness of
breath.
Inclusions: sensations of tightness of chest, feelings of irregular beat,
dyspnoea, air hunger, choking, gagging and wheezing
Exclusion: sensation of pain (b280)

b 469

Additional functions and sensations of the cardiovascular and
respiratory systems, other specified and unspecified

b 498

Functions of the cardiovascular, haematological, immunological and
respiratory systems, other specified

b 499

Functions of the cardiovascular, haematological, immunological and
respiratory systems, unspecified
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Chapter 5

Functions of the digestive, metabolic
and endocrine systems
This chapter is about the functions of ingestion, digestion and elimination, as
well as functions involved in metabolism and the endocrine glands.

Functions related to the digestive system (b510-b539)
b 510

Ingestion functions
Functions related to taking in and manipulating solids or liquids
through the mouth into the body.
Inclusions: functions of sucking, chewing and biting, manipulating food in
the mouth, salivation, swallowing, burping, regurgitation, spitting and
vomiting; impairments such as dysphagia, aspiration of food, aerophagia,
excessive salivation, drooling and insufficient salivation
Exclusion: sensations associated with digestive system (b535)
b 5100 Sucking
Functions of drawing into the mouth by a suction force
produced by movements of the cheeks, lips and tongue.
b 5101 Biting
Functions of cutting into, piercing or tearing off food with the
front teeth.
b 5102 Chewing
Functions of crushing, grinding and masticating food with the
back teeth (e.g. molars).
b 5103 Manipulation of food in the mouth
Functions of moving food around the mouth with the teeth
and tongue.
b 5104 Salivation
Function of the production of saliva within the mouth.
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b 5105 Swallowing
Functions of clearing the food and drink through the oral
cavity, pharynx and oesophagus into the stomach at an
appropriate rate and speed.
Inclusions: oral, pharyngeal or oesophageal dysphagia;
impairments in oesophageal passageof food
b 51050 Oral swallowing
Function of clearing the food and drink through the
oral cavity at an appropriate rate and speed.
b 51051 Pharyngeal swallowing
Function of clearing the food and drink through the
pharynx at an appropriate rate and speed.
b 51052 Oesophageal swallowing
Function of clearing the food and drink through the
oesophagus at an appropriate rate and speed.
b 51058 Swallowing, other specified
b 51059 Swallowing, unspecified
b 5106 Regurgitation and vomiting
Functions of moving food or liquid in the reverse direction to
ingestion, from stomach to oesophagus to mouth and out.
b 5108 Ingestion functions, other specified
b 5109 Ingestion functions, unspecified
b 515

Digestive functions
Functions of transporting food through the gastrointestinal tract,
breakdown of food and absorption of nutrients.
Inclusions: functions of transport of food through the stomach, peristalsis;
breakdown of food, enzyme production and action in stomach and
intestines; absorption of nutrients and tolerance to food; impairments
such as in hyperacidity of stomach, malabsorption, intolerance to food,
hypermotility of intestines, intestinal paralysis, intestinal obstruction and
decreased bile production
Exclusions: ingestion functions (b510); assimilation functions (b520);
defecation functions (b525); sensations associated with the digestive
system (b535)
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b 5150 Transport of food through stomach and intestines
Peristalsis and related functions that mechanically move food
through stomach and intestines.
b 5151 Breakdown of food
Functions of mechanically reducing food to smaller particles in
the gastrointestinal tract.
b 5152 Absorption of nutrients
Functions of passing food and drink nutrients into the blood
stream from along the intestines.
b 5153 Tolerance to food
Functions of accepting suitable food and drink for digestion
and rejecting what is unsuitable.
Inclusion: impairments such as hypersensitivities, gluten
intolerance
b 5158 Digestive functions, other specified
b 5159 Digestive functions, unspecified
b 520

Assimilation functions
Functions by which nutrients are converted into components of the
living body.
Inclusion: functions of storage of nutrients in the body
Exclusions: digestive functions (b515); defecation functions (b525); weight
maintenance functions (b530); general metabolic functions (b540)

b 525

Defecation functions
Functions of elimination of wastes and undigested food as faeces and
related functions.
Inclusions: functions of elimination, faecal consistency, frequency of
defecation; faecal continence, flatulence; impairments such as
constipation, diarrhoea, watery stool and anal sphincter incompetence or
incontinence
Exclusions: digestive functions (b515); assimilation functions (b520);
sensations associated with the digestive system (b535)
b 5250 Elimination of faeces
Functions of the elimination of waste from the rectum,
including the functions of contraction of the abdominal
muscles in doing so.
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b 5251 Faecal consistency
Consistency of faeces such as hard, firm, soft or watery.
b 5252 Frequency of defecation
Functions involved in the frequency of defecation.
b 5253 Faecal continence
Functions involved in voluntary control over the elimination
function.
b 5254 Flatulence
Functions involved in the expulsion of excessive amounts of air
or gases from the intestines.
b 5258 Defecation functions, other specified
b 5259 Defecation functions, unspecified
b 530

Weight maintenance functions
Functions of maintaining appropriate body weight, including weight
gain during the developmental period.
Inclusions: functions of maintenance of acceptable Body Mass Index
(BMI); and impairments such as underweight, cachexia, wasting,
overweight, emaciation and such as in primary and secondary obesity
Exclusions: assimilation functions (b520); general metabolic functions
(b540); endocrine gland functions (b555)

b 535

Sensations associated with the digestive system
Sensations arising from eating, drinking and related digestive functions.
Inclusions: sensations of nausea, feeling bloated, and the feeling of
abdominal cramps; fullness of stomach, globus feeling, spasm of stomach,
gas in stomach and heartburn
Exclusions: sensation of pain (b280); ingestion functions (b510); digestive
functions (b515); defecation functions (b525)
b 5350 Sensation of nausea
Sensation of needing to vomit.
b 5351 Feeling bloated
Sensation of distension of the stomach or abdomen.
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b 5352 Sensation of abdominal cramp
Sensation of spasmodic or painful muscular contractions of the
smooth muscles of the gastrointestinal tract.
b 5358 Sensations associated with the digestive system, other
specified
b 5359 Sensations associated with the digestive system, unspecified
b 539

Functions related to the digestive system, other specified and
unspecified

Functions related to metabolism and the endocrine
system (b540-b559)
b 540

General metabolic functions
Functions of regulation of essential components of the body such as
carbohydrates, proteins and fats, the conversion of one to another, and
their breakdown into energy.
Inclusions: functions of metabolism, basal metabolic rate, metabolism of
carbohydrate, protein and fat, catabolism, anabolism, energy production
in the body; increase or decrease in metabolic rate
Exclusions: assimilation functions (b520); weight maintenance functions
(b530); water, mineral and electrolyte balance functions (b545);
thermoregulatory functions (b550); endocrine glands functions (b555)
b 5400 Basal metabolic rate
Functions involved in oxygen consumption of the body at
specified conditions of rest and temperature.
Inclusions: increase or decrease in basic metabolic rate;
impairments such as in hyperthyroidism and hypothyroidism
b 5401 Carbohydrate metabolism
Functions involved in the process by which carbohydrates in
the diet are stored and broken down into glucose and
subsequently into carbon dioxide and water.
b 5402 Protein metabolism
Functions involved in the process by which proteins in the diet
are converted to amino acids and broken down further in the
body.
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b 5403 Fat metabolism
Functions involved in the process by which fat in the diet is
stored and broken down in the body.
b 5408 General metabolic functions, other specified
b 5409 General metabolic functions, unspecified
b 545

Water, mineral and electrolyte balance functions
Functions of the regulation of water, mineral and electrolytes in the
body.
Inclusions: functions of water balance, balance of minerals such as
calcium, zinc and iron, and balance of electrolytes such as sodium and
potassium; impairments such as in water retention, dehydration,
hypercalcaemia, hypocalcaemia, iron deficiency, hypernatraemia,
hyponatraemia, hyperkalaemia and hypokalaemia
Exclusions: haematological system functions (b430); general metabolic
functions (b540); endocrine gland functions (b555)
b 5450 Water balance
Functions involved in maintaining the level or amount of water
in the body.
Inclusions: impairments such as in dehydration and rehydration
b 54500 Water retention
Functions involved in keeping water in the body.
b 54501 Maintenance of water balance
Functions involved in maintaining the optimal
amount of water in the body.
b 54508 Water balance functions, other specified
b 54509 Water balance functions, unspecified
b 5451 Mineral balance
Functions involved in maintaining an equilibrium between
intake, storage, utilization and excretion of minerals in the
body.
b 5452 Electrolyte balance
Functions involved in maintaining an equilibrium between
intake, storage, utilization and excretion of electrolytes in the
body.
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b 5458 Water, mineral and electrolyte balance functions, other
specified
b 5459 Water, mineral and electrolyte balance functions,
unspecified
b 550

Thermoregulatory functions
Functions of the regulation of body temperature.
Inclusions: functions of maintenance of body temperature; impairments
such as hypothermia, hyperthermia
Exclusions: general metabolic functions (b540); endocrine gland functions
(b555)
b 5500 Body temperature
Functions involved in regulating the core temperature of the
body.
Inclusions: impairments such as hyperthermia or hypothermia
b 5501 Maintenance of body temperature
Functions involved in maintaining optimal body temperature
as environmental temperature changes.
Inclusion: tolerance to heat or cold
b 5508 Thermoregulatory functions, other specified
b 5509 Thermoregulatory functions, unspecified

b 555

Endocrine gland functions
Functions of production and regulation of hormonal levels in the body,
including cyclical changes.
Inclusions: functions of hormonal balance; hyperpituitarism,
hypopituitarism, hyperthyroidism, hypothyroidism, hyperadrenalism,
hypoadrenalism, hyperparathyroidism, hypoparathyroidism,
hypergonadism, hypogonadism
Exclusions: general metabolic functions (b540); water, mineral and
electrolyte balance functions (b545); thermoregulatory functions (b550);
sexual functions (b640); menstruation functions (b650)

b 559

Functions related to metabolism and the endocrine system, other
specified and unspecified

b 598

Functions of the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems, other
specified
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Functions of the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems,
unspecified
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Chapter 6

Genitourinary and reproductive
functions
This chapter is about the functions of urination and the reproductive functions,
including sexual and procreative functions.

Urinary functions (b610-b639)
b 610

Urinary excretory functions
Functions of filtration and collection of the urine.
Inclusions: functions of urinary filtration, collection of urine; impairments
such as in renal insufficiency, anuria, oliguria, hydronephrosis, hypotonic
urinary bladder and ureteric obstruction
Exclusion: urination functions (b620)
b 6100 Filtration of urine
Functions of filtration of urine by the kidneys.
b 6101 Collection of urine
Functions of collection and storage of urine by the ureters and
bladder.
b 6108 Urinary excretory functions, other specified
b 6109 Urinary excretory functions, unspecified

b 620

Urination functions
Functions of discharge of urine from the urinary bladder.
Inclusions: functions of urination, frequency of urination, urinary
continence; impairments such as in stress, urge, reflex, overflow,
continuous incontinence, dribbling, automatic bladder, polyuria, urinary
retention and urinary urgency
Exclusions: urinary excretory functions (b610); sensations associated with
urinary functions (b630)
b 6200 Urination
Functions of voiding the urinary bladder.
Inclusions: impairments such as in urine retention
b 6201 Frequency of urination
Functions involved in the number of times urination occurs.
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b 6202 Urinary continence
Functions of control over urination.
Inclusions:impairments such as in stress, urge, reflex, continuous
and mixed incontinence
b 6208 Urination functions, other specified
b 6209 Urination functions, unspecified
b 630

Sensations associated with urinary functions
Sensations arising from voiding and related urinary functions
Inclusions: sensations of incomplete voiding of urine, feeling of fullness of
bladder
Exclusions: sensations of pain (b280); urination functions (b620)

b 639

Urinary functions, other specified and unspecified

Genital and reproductive functions (b640-b679)
b 640

Sexual functions
Mental and physical functions related to the sexual act, including the
arousal, preparatory, orgasmic and resolution stages.
Inclusions: functions of the sexual arousal, preparatory, orgasmic and
resolution phase: functions related to sexual interest, performance, penile
erection, clitoral erection, vaginal lubrication, ejaculation, orgasm;
impairments such as impotence, frigidity, vaginismus, premature
ejaculation, priapism and delayed ejaculation
Exclusions: procreation functions (b660); sensations associated with
genital and reproductive functions (b670)
b 6400 Functions of sexual arousal phase
Functions of sexual interest and excitement.
b 6401 Functions of sexual preparatory phase
Functions of engaging in sexual intercourse.
b 6402 Functions of orgasmic phase
Functions of reaching orgasm.
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b 6403 Functions of sexual resolution phase
Functions of satisfaction after orgasm and accompanying
relaxation.
Inclusions: impairments such as dissatisfaction with orgasm
b 6408 Sexual functions, other specified
b 6409 Sexual functions, unspecified
b 650

Menstruation functions
Functions associated with the menstrual cycle, including regularity of
menstruation and discharge of menstrual fluids.
Inclusions: functions of regularity and interval of menstruation, extent of
menstrual bleeding, menarche, menopause; impairments such as primary
and secondary amenorrhoea, menorrhagia, polymenorrhoea and
retrograde menstruationpremenstrual tension
Exclusions: sexual functions (b640); procreation functions (b660);
sensations associated with genital and reproductive functions (b670);
sensation of pain (b280)
b 6500 Regularity of menstrual cycle
Functions involved in the regularity of the menstrual cycle.
Inclusions: too frequent or too few occurrences of menstruation
b 6501 Interval between menstruation
Functions relating to the length of time between two menstrual
cycles.
b 6502 Extent of menstrual bleeding
Functions involved in the quantity of menstrual flow.
Inclusions: too little menstrual flow (hypomenorrhoea); too
much menstrual flow (menorrhagia, hypermenorrhoea)
b 6508 Menstruation functions, other specified
b 6509 Menstruation functions, unspecified
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Procreation functions
Functions associated with fertility, pregnancy, childbirth and lactation.
Inclusions: functions of male fertility and female fertility, pregnancy and
childbirth, and lactation; impairments such as azoospermia,
oligozoospermia, agalactorrhoea, galactorrhoea,alactationand such as in
subfertility, sterility, , spontaneous abortions, ectopic pregnancy,
miscarriage, small fetus, hydramnios and premature childbirth, and
delayed childbirth
Exclusions: sexual functions (b640); menstruation functions (b650)
b 6600 Functions related to fertility
Functions related to the ability to produce gametes for
procreation.
Inclusion: impairments such as in subfertility and sterility
Exclusion: sexual functions (b640)
b 6601 Functions related to pregnancy
Functions involved in becoming pregnant and being pregnant.
b 6602 Functions related to childbirth
Functions involved during childbirth.
b 6603 Lactation
Functions involved in producing milk and making it available
to the child.
b 6608 Procreation functions, other specified
b 6609 Procreation functions, unspecified

b 670

Sensations associated with genital and reproductive functions
Sensations arising from sexual arousal, intercourse, menstruation, and
related genital or reproductive functions.
Inclusions: sensations of dyspareunia, dysmenorrhoea, hot flushes during
menopause and night sweats during menopause
Exclusions: sensation of pain (b280); sensations associated with urinary
functions (b630); sexual functions (b640); menstruation functions (b650);
procreation functions (b660)
b 6700 Discomfort associated with sexual intercourse
Sensations associated with sexual arousal, preparation,
intercourse, orgasm and resolution.
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b 6701 Discomfort associated with the menstrual cycle
Sensations involved with menstruation, including pre- and
post-menstrual phases.
b 6702 Discomfort associated with menopause
Sensations associated with cessation of the menstrual cycle.
Inclusions: hot flushes and night sweats during menopause
b 6708 Sensations associated with genital and reproductive
functions, other specified
b 6709 Sensations associated with genital and reproductive
functions, unspecified
b 679

Genital and reproductive functions, other specified and unspecified

b 698

Genitourinary and reproductive functions, other specified

b 699

Genitourinary and reproductive functions, unspecified
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Chapter 7

Neuromusculoskeletal and movementrelated functions
This chapter is about the functions of movement and mobility, including
functions of joints, bones, reflexes and muscles.

Functions of the joints and bones (b710-b729)
b 710

Mobility of joint functions
Functions of the range and ease of movement of a joint.
Inclusions: functions of mobility of single or several joints, vertebral,
shoulder, elbow, wrist, hip, knee, ankle, small joints of hands and feet;
mobility of joints generalized; impairments such as in hypermobility of
joints, frozen joints, frozen shoulder, arthritis
Exclusions: stability of joint functions (b715); control of voluntary
movement functions (b760)
b 7100 Mobility of a single joint
Functions of the range and ease of movement of one joint.
b 7101 Mobility of several joints
Functions of the range and ease of movement of more than one
joint.
b 7102 Mobility of joints generalized
Functions of the range and ease of movement of joints
throughout the body.
b 7108 Mobility of joint functions, other specified
b 7109 Mobility of joint functions, unspecified

b 715

Stability of joint functions
Functions of the maintenance of structural integrity of the joints.
Inclusions: functions of the stability of a single joint, several joints, and
joints generalized; impairments such as in unstable shoulder joint,
dislocation of a joint, dislocation of shoulder and hip
Exclusion: mobility of joint functions (b710)
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b 7150 Stability of a single joint
Functions of the maintenance of structural integrity of one
joint.
b 7151 Stability of several joints
Functions of the maintenance of structural integrity of more
than one joint.
b 7152 Stability of joints generalized
Functions of the maintenance of structural integrity of joints
throughout the body.
b 7158 Stability of joint functions, other specified
b 7159 Stability of joint functions, unspecified
b 720

Mobility of bone functions
Functions of the range and ease of movement of the scapula, pelvis,
carpal and tarsal bones.
Inclusions: impairments such as frozen scapula and frozen pelvis
Exclusion: mobility of joints functions (b710)
b 7200 Mobility of scapula
Functions of the range and ease of movement of the scapula.
Inclusions: impairments such as protraction, retraction,
laterorotation and medial rotation of the scapula
b 7201 Mobility of pelvis
Functions of the range and ease of movement of the pelvis.
Inclusion: rotation of the pelvis
b 7202 Mobility of carpal bones
Functions of the range and ease of movement of the carpal
bones.
b 7203 Mobility of tarsal bones
Functions of the range and ease of movement of the tarsal
bones.
b 7208 Mobility of bone functions, other specified
b 7209 Mobility of bone functions, specified

b 729

Functions of the joints and bones, other specified and unspecified
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Muscle functions (b730-b749)
b 730

Muscle power functions
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of a muscle
or muscle groups.
Inclusions: functions associated with the power of specific muscles and
muscle groups, muscles of one limb, one side of the body, the lower half of
the body, all limbs, the trunk and the body as a whole; impairments such
as weakness of small muscles in feet and hands, muscle paresis, muscle
paralysis, monoplegia, hemiplegia, paraplegia, quadriplegia and akinetic
mutism
Exclusions: functions of structures adjoining the eye (b215); muscle tone
functions (b735); muscle endurance functions (b740)
b 7300 Power of isolated muscles and muscle groups
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of
specific and isolated muscles and muscle groups.
Inclusions: impairments such as weakness of small muscles of feet
or hands
b 7301 Power of muscles of one limb
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of
the muscles and muscle groups of one arm or leg.
Inclusions: impairments such as monoparesis and monoplegia
b 7302 Power of muscles of one side of the body
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of
the muscles and muscle groups found on the left or right side
of the body.
Inclusions: impairments such as hemiparesis and hemiplegia
b 7303 Power of muscles in lower half of the body
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of
the muscles and muscle groups found in the lower half of the
body.
Inclusions: impairments such as paraparesis and paraplegia
b 7304 Power of muscles of all limbs
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of
muscles and muscle groups of all four limbs.
Inclusions: impairments such as tetraparesis and tetraplegia

96

ICF

Body Functions

b 7305 Power of muscles of the trunk
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of
muscles and muscle groups in the trunk.
b 7306 Power of all muscles of the body
Functions related to the force generated by the contraction of
all muscles and muscle groups of the body.
Inclusions: impairments such as akinetic mutism
b 7308 Muscle power functions, other specified
b 7309 Muscle power functions, unspecified
b 735

Muscle tone functions
Functions related to the tension present in the resting muscles and the
resistance offered when trying to move the muscles passively.
Inclusions: functions associated with the tension of isolated muscles and
muscle groups, muscles of one limb, one side of the body and the lower half
of the body, muscles of all limbs, muscles of the trunk, and all muscles of
the body; impairments such as hypotonia, hypertonia and muscle
spasticity
Exclusions: muscle power functions (b730); muscle endurance functions
(b740)
b 7350 Tone of isolated muscles and muscle groups
Functions related to the tension present in the resting isolated
muscles and muscle groups and the resistance offered when
trying to move those muscles passively.
Inclusions: impairments such as in focal dystonias, e.g. torticollis
b 7351 Tone of muscles of one limb
Functions related to the tension present in the resting muscles
and muscle groups in one arm or leg and the resistance offered
when trying to move those muscles passively.
Inclusions: impairments associated with monoparesis and
monoplegia
b 7352 Tone of muscles of one side of body
Functions related to the tension present in the resting muscles
and muscle groups of the right or left side of the body and the
resistance offered when trying to move those muscles passively.
Inclusions: impairments associated with hemiparesis and
hemiplegia

97

Body Functions

ICF

b 7353 Tone of muscles of lower half of body
Functions related to the tension present in the resting muscles
and muscle groups in the lower half of the body and the
resistance offered when trying to move those muscles passively.
Inclusions: impairments associated with paraparesis and
paraplegia
b 7354 Tone of muscles of all limbs
Functions related to the tension present in the resting muscles
and muscle groups in all four limbs and the resistance offered
when trying to move those muscles passively.
Inclusions: impairments associated with tetraparesis and
tetraplegia
b 7355 Tone of muscles of trunk
Functions related to the tension present in the resting muscles
and muscle groups of the trunk and the resistance offered when
trying to move those muscles passively.
b 7356 Tone of all muscles of the body
Functions related to the tension present in the resting muscles
and muscle groups of the whole body and the resistance
offered when trying to move those muscles passively.
Inclusions: impairments such as in generalized dystonias and
Parkinson's disease, or general paresis and paralysis
b 7358 Muscle tone functions, other specified
b 7359 Muscle tone functions, unspecified
b 740

Muscle endurance functions
Functions related to sustaining muscle contraction for the required
period of time.
Inclusions: functions associated with sustaining muscle contraction for
isolated muscles and muscle groups, and all muscles of the body;
impairments such as in myasthenia gravis
Exclusions: exercise tolerance functions (b455); muscle power functions
(b730); muscle tone functions (b735)
b 7400 Endurance of isolated muscles
Functions related to sustaining muscle contraction of isolated
muscles for the required period of time.
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b 7401 Endurance of muscle groups
Functions related to sustaining muscle contraction of isolated
muscle groups for the required period of time.
Inclusions: impairments associated with monoparesis,
monoplegia, hemiparesis and hemiplegia, paraparesis and
paraplegia
b 7402 Endurance of all muscles of the body
Functions related to sustaining muscle contraction of all
muscles of the body for the required period of time.
Inclusions: impairments sddocaited with tetraparesis,
tetraplegia, general paresis and paralysis
b 7408 Muscle endurance functions, other specified
b 7409 Muscle endurance functions, unspecified
b 749

Muscle functions, other specified and unspecified

Movement functions (b750-b789)
b 750

Motor reflex functions
Functions of involuntary contraction of muscles automatically induced
by specific stimuli.
Inclusions: functions of stretch motor reflex, automatic local joint reflex,
reflexes generated by noxious stimuli and other exteroceptive stimuli;
withdrawal reflex, biceps reflex, radius reflex, quadriceps reflex, patellar
reflex, ankle reflex
b 7500 Stretch motor reflex
Functions of involuntary contractions of muscles automatically
induced by stretching.
b 7501 Reflexes generated by noxious stimuli
Functions of involuntary contractions of muscles automatically
induced by painful or other noxious stimuli.
Inclusion: withdrawal reflex
b 7502 Reflexes generated by other exteroceptive stimuli
Functions of involuntary contractions of muscles automatically
induced by external stimuli other than noxious stimuli.
b 7508 Motor reflex functions, other specified
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b 7509 Motor reflex functions, unspecified
b 755

Involuntary movement reaction functions
Functions of involuntary contractions of large muscles or the whole
body induced by body position, balance and threatening stimuli.
Inclusions: functions of postural reactions, righting reactions, body
adjustment reactions, balance reactions, supporting reactions, defensive
reactions
Exclusion: motor reflex functions (b750)

b 760

Control of voluntary movement functions
Functions associated with control over and coordination of voluntary
movements.
Inclusions: functions of control of simple voluntary movements and of
complex voluntary movements, coordination of voluntary movements,
supportive functions of arm or leg, right left motor coordination, eye hand
coordination, eye foot coordination; impairments such as control and
coordination problems, e.g. dysdiadochokinesia
Exclusions: muscle power functions (b730); involuntary movement
functions (b765); gait pattern functions (b770)
b 7600 Control of simple voluntary movements
Functions associated with control over and coordination of
simple or isolated voluntary movements.
b 7601 Control of complex voluntary movements
Functions associated with control over and coordination of
complex voluntary movements.
b 7602 Coordination of voluntary movements
Functions associated with coordination of simple and complex
voluntary movements, performing movements in an orderly
combination.
Inclusions: right left coordination, coordination of visually
directed movements, such as eye hand coordination and eye foot
coordination; impairments such as dysdiadochokinesia
b 7603 Supportive functions of arm or leg
Functions associated with control over and coordination of
voluntary movements by placing weight either on the arms
(elbows or hands) or on the legs (knees or feet).
b 7608 Control of voluntary movement functions, other specified
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b 7609 Control of voluntary movement functions, unspecified
b 765

Involuntary movement functions
Functions of unintentional, non- or semi-purposive involuntary
contractions of a muscle or group of muscles.
Inclusions: involuntary contractions of muscles; impairments such as
tremors, tics, mannerisms, stereotypies, motor perseveration, chorea,
athetosis, vocal tics, dystonic movements and dyskinesia
Exclusions: control of voluntary movement functions (b760); gait pattern
functions (b770)
b 7650 Involuntary contractions of muscles
Functions of unintentional, non- or semi-purposive
involuntary contractions of a muscle or group of muscles, such
as those involved as part of a psychological dysfunction.
Inclusions: impairments such as choreatic and athetotic
movements; sleep-related movement disorders
b 7651 Tremor
Functions of alternating contraction and relaxation of a group
of muscles around a joint, resulting in shakiness.
b 7652 Tics and mannerisms
Functions of repetitive, quasi-purposive, involuntary
contractions of a group of muscles.
Inclusion: impairments such as vocal tics, coprolalia and
bruxism
b 7653 Stereotypies and motor perseveration
Functions of spontaneous, non-purposive movements such as
repetitively rocking back and forth and nodding the head or
wiggling.
b 7658 Involuntary movement functions, other specified
b 7659 Involuntary movement functions, unspecified
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Gait pattern functions
Functions of movement patterns associated with walking, running or
other whole body movements.
Inclusions: walking patterns and running patterns; impairments such as
spastic gait, hemiplegic gait, paraplegic gait, asymmetric gait, limping and
stiff gait pattern
Exclusions: muscle power functions (b730); muscle tone functions (b735);
control of voluntary movement functions (b760); involuntary movement
functions (b765)

b 780

Sensations related to muscles and movement functions
Sensations associated with the muscles or muscle groups of the body
and their movement.
Inclusions: sensations of muscle stiffness and tightness of muscles, muscle
spasm or constriction, and heaviness of muscles
Exclusion: sensation of pain (b280)
b 7800 Sensation of muscle stiffness
Sensation of tightness or stiffness of muscles.
b 7801 Sensation of muscle spasm
Sensation of involuntary contraction of a muscle or a group of
muscles.
b 7808 Sensations related to muscles and movement functions,
other specified
b 7809 Sensations related to muscles and movement functions,
unspecified

b 789

Movement functions, other specified and unspecified

b 798

Neuromusculoskeletal and movement-related functions, other
specified

b 799

Neuromusculoskeletal and movement-related functions, unspecified
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Chapter 8

Functions of the skin and related
structures
This chapter is about the functions of skin, nails and hair.

Functions of the skin (b810-b849)
b 810

Protective functions of the skin
Functions of the skin for protecting the body from physical, chemical
and biological threats.
Inclusions: functions of protecting against the sun and other radiation,
photosensitivity, pigmentation, quality of skin; insulating function of skin,
callus formation, hardening; impairments such as broken skin, ulcers,
bedsores and thinning of skin
Exclusions: repair functions of the skin (b820); other functions of the skin
(b830)

b 820

Repair functions of the skin
Functions of the skin for repairing breaks and other damage to the skin.
Inclusions: functions of scab formation, healing, scarring; bruising and
keloid formation
Exclusions: protective functions of the skin (b810); other functions of the
skin (b830)

b 830

Other functions of the skin
Functions of the skin other than protection and repair, such as cooling
and sweat secretion.
Inclusions: functions of sweating, glandular functions of the skin and
resulting body odour
Exclusions: protective functions of the skin (b810); repair functions of the
skin (b820)

b 840

Sensation related to the skin
Sensations related to the skin such as itching, burning sensation and
tingling.
Inclusions: impairments such as pins and needles sensation and crawling
sensation
Exclusion: sensation of pain (b280)
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Functions of the skin, other specified and unspecified

Functions of the hair and nails (b850-b869)
b 850

Functions of hair
Functions of the hair, such as protection, coloration and appearance.
Inclusions: functions of growth of hair, pigmentation of hair, location of
hair; impairments such as loss of hair or alopecia

b 860

Functions of nails
Functions of the nails, such as protection, scratching and appearance.
Inclusions: growth and pigmentation of nails, quality of nails

b 869

Functions of the hair and nails, other specified and unspecified

b 898

Functions of the skin and related structures, other specified

b 899

Functions of the skin and related structures, unspecified
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BODY STRUCTURES
Definitions:

Body structures are anatomical parts of the body such as organs,
limbs and their components.
Impairments are problems in body function or structure as a
significant deviation or loss.

First qualifier
Generic qualifier with the negative scale used to indicate the extent or magnitude
of an impairment:
xxx.0
xxx.1
xxx.2
xxx.3
xxx.4
xxx.8
xxx.9

NO impairment
MILD impairment
MODERATE impairment
SEVERE impairment
COMPLETE impairment
not specified
not applicable

(none, absent, negligible,… )
(slight, low,…)
(medium, fair,...)
(high, extreme, …)
(total,…)

0-4 %
5-24 %
25-49 %
50-95 %
96-100 %

Broad ranges of percentages are provided for those cases in which calibrated
assessment instruments or other standards are available to quantify the
impairment in body structure. For example, when “no impairment” or
“complete impairment” in body structure is coded, this scaling may have margin
of error of up to 5%. “Moderate impairment” is generally up to half of the scale
of total impairment. The percentages are to be calibrated in different domains
with reference to population standards as percentiles. For this quantification to
be used in a uniform manner, assessment procedures need to be developed
through research.
Second qualifier
Used to indicate the nature of the change in the respective body structure:
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

no change in structure
total absence
partial absence
additional part
aberrant dimensions
discontinuity
deviating position
qualitative changes in structure, including accumulation of fluid
not specified
not applicable
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Third qualifier (suggested)
To be developed to indicate localization
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

more than one region
right
left
both sides
front
back
proximal
distal
not specified
not applicable

For a further explanation of coding conventions in ICF, refer to Annex 2.
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Structures of the nervous system
s 110

Structure of brain
s 1100

Structure of cortical lobes
s 11000 Frontal lobe
s 11001 Temporal lobe
s 11002 Parietal lobe
s 11003 Occipital lobe
s 11008 Structure of cortical lobes, other specified
s 11009 Structure of cortical lobes, unspecified

s 1101

Structure of midbrain

s 1102

Structure of diencephalon

s 1103

Basal ganglia and related structures

s 1104

Structure of cerebellum

s 1105

Structure of brain stem
s 11050 Medulla oblongata
s 11051 Pons
s 11058 Structure of brain stem, other specified
s 11059 Structure of brain stem, unspecified

s 120

s 1106

Structure of cranial nerves

s 1108

Structure of brain, other specified

s 1109

Structure of brain, unspecified

Spinal cord and related structures
s 1200

Structure of spinal cord
s 12000 Cervical spinal cord
s 12001 Thoracic spinal cord
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s 12002 Lumbosacral spinal cord
s 12003 Cauda equina
s 12008 Structure of spinal cord, other specified
s 12009 Structure of spinal cord, unspecified
s 1201

Spinal nerves

s 1208

Spinal cord and related structures, other specified

s 1209

Spinal cord and related structures, unspecified

s 130

Structure of meninges

s 140

Structure of sympathetic nervous system

s 150

Structure of parasympathetic nervous system

s 198

Structure of the nervous system, other specified

s 199

Structure of the nervous system, unspecified
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Chapter 2

The eye, ear and related structures
s 210

Structure of eye socket

s 220

Structure of eyeball

s 230

s 2200

Conjunctiva, sclera, choroid

s 2201

Cornea

s 2202

Iris

s 2203

Retina

s 2204

Lens of eyeball

s 2205

Vitreous body

s 2208

Structure of eyeball, other specified

s 2209

Structure of eyeball, unspecified

Structures around eye
s 2300

Lachrymal gland and related structures

s 2301

Eyelid

s 2302

Eyebrow

s 2303

External ocular muscles

s 2308

Structures around eye, other specified

s 2309

Structures around eye, unspecified

s 240

Structure of external ear

s 250

Structure of middle ear
s 2500

Tympanic membrane

s 2501

Eustachian canal

s 2502

Ossicles

s 2508

Structure of middle ear, other specified

109

Body Structures

s 2509
s 260

ICF

Structure of middle ear, unspecified

Structure of inner ear
s 2600

Cochlea

s 2601

Vestibular labyrinth

s 2602

Semicircular canals

s 2603

Internal auditory meatus

s 2608

Structure of inner ear, other specified

s 2609

Structure of inner ear, unspecified

s 298

Eye, ear and related structures, other specified

s 299

Eye, ear and related structures, unspecified
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Chapter 3

Structures involved in voice and speech
s 310

s 320

Structure of nose
s 3100

External nose

s 3101

Nasal septum

s 3102

Nasal fossae

s 3108

Structure of nose, other specified

s 3109

Structure of nose, unspecified

Structure of mouth
s 3200

Teeth

s 3201

Gums

s 3202

Structure of palate
s 32020 Hard palate
s 32021 Soft palate

s 3203

Tongue

s 3204

Structure of lips
s 32040 Upper lip
s 32041 Lower lip

s 330

s 3208

Structure of mouth, other specified

s 3209

Structure of mouth, unspecified

Structure of pharynx
s 3300

Nasal pharynx

s 3301

Oral pharynx

s 3308

Structure of pharynx, other specified

s 3309

Structure of pharynx, unspecified
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Structure of larynx
s 3400

Vocal folds

s 3408

Structure of larynx, other specified

s 3409

Structure of larynx, unspecified

s 398

Structures involved in voice and speech, other specified

s 399

Structures involved in voice and speech, unspecified
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Chapter 4

Structures of the cardiovascular,
immunological and respiratory
systems
s 410

Structure of cardiovascular system
s 4100

Heart
s 41000 Atria
s 41001 Ventricles
s 41008 Structure of heart, other specified
s 41009 Structure of heart, unspecified

s 420

s 430

s 4101

Arteries

s 4102

Veins

s 4103

Capillaries

s 4108

Structure of cardiovascular system, other specified

s 4109

Structure of cardiovascular system, unspecified

Structure of immune system
s 4200

Lymphatic vessels

s 4201

Lymphatic nodes

s 4202

Thymus

s 4203

Spleen

s 4204

Bone marrow

s 4208

Structure of immune system, other specified

s 4209

Structure of immune system, unspecified

Structure of respiratory system
s 4300

Trachea
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Lungs
s 43010 Bronchial tree
s 43011 Alveoli
s 43018 Structure of lungs, other specified
s 43019 Structure of lungs, unspecified

s 4302

Thoracic cage

s 4303

Muscles of respiration
s 43030 Intercostal muscles
s 43031 Diaphragm
s 43038 Muscles of respiration, other specified
s 43039 Muscles of respiration, unspecified

s 4308

Structure of respiratory system, other specified

s 4309

Structure of respiratory system, unspecified

s 498

Structures of the cardiovascular, immunological and respiratory
systems, other specified

s 499

Structures of the cardiovascular, immunological and respiratory
systems, unspecified
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Chapter 5

Structures related to the digestive,
metabolic and endocrine systems
s 510

Structure of salivary glands

s 520

Structure of oesophagus

s 530

Structure of stomach

s 540

Structure of intestine
s 5400

Small intestine

s 5401

Large intestine

s 5408

Structure of intestine, other specified

s 5409

Structure of intestine, unspecified

s 550

Structure of pancreas

s 560

Structure of liver

s 570

Structure of gall bladder and ducts

s 580

Structure of endocrine glands
s 5800

Pituitary gland

s 5801

Thyroid gland

s 5802

Parathyroid gland

s 5803

Adrenal gland

s 5808

Structure of endocrine glands, other specified

s 5809

Structure of endocrine glands, unspecified

s 598

Structures related to the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems,
other specified

s 599

Structures related to the digestive, metabolic and endocrine systems,
unspecified
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Chapter 6

Structures related to the genitourinary
and reproductive systems
s 610

Structure of urinary system
s 6100

Kidneys

s 6101

Ureters

s 6102

Urinary bladder

s 6103

Urethra

s 6108

Structure of urinary system, other specified

s 6109

Structure of urinary system, unspecified

s 620

Structure of pelvic floor

s 630

Structure of reproductive system
s 6300

Ovaries

s 6301

Structure of uterus
s 63010 Body of uterus
s 63011 Cervix
s 63012 Fallopian tubes
s 63018 Structure of uterus, other specified
s 63019 Structure of uterus, unspecified

s 6302

Breast and nipple

s 6303

Structure of vagina and external genitalia
s 63030 Clitoris
s 63031 Labia majora
s 63032 Labia minora
s 63033 Vaginal canal
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